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7 AMES BRO CKMANE 

My moſt honoured Priend and Patton ;| 


Or l I 
ny % : k 
I f 


And his Vertuous Conſdre 3h 


Madam LUCY BROCKMUN 


wore Sermons finding ſo favoura- 

- ble” an acceptance atyour hands, 

and being ſo generally defied 

and; called tor by all the neighbourhood, 

I thought 1t my duty to proſtrate them 

both at your feet, was uſher them out 1n- 

to light under your moſt auſpicious Pa- 
tronage. 

Thele perillous Times into which we 
are fallen, as they call for a ſerious Hu- 
mhiation on all ſides, ſo do they com- 
mand our joint-endeavours to pro- 
mote it; and if I can be any Way inſtru- 
Fa to this good work 1n the publica- 
tion of thele Papers ; as it 1s the utmoſt of 
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my deſien, {o likewiſe of my deſire ; un- 
A it +" AB to give _ a teſt1- 
mony of my real gratitude'for the mani- 
old! favours ſo frequently conferred , 
ſince. I had the honour to. be under your 
wings, upon. 


e, 
-O 


Your moſt obliged Servant: | 


Lo Fames Brome; 


-- The Famine of the wozd 
Threatned to 


I'S RAE L, Ot 
SERMON FL 


AM 0s. vij. VeiC.ii 1,2. 


Behold, the days come, ſaith the Lord God, that I will 
i: ſend 4 Famine in the Land ; not a Famine of Bread, 


nor thirſt for Water, but Hearing the Words of the 
Lord. 


And they ſhall wander from' Sea to Sea, and fronithe __ 


North, even to the Eaſt, they ſhall ran to and fro'"ts 
,. the Ward of the Lord, and ſhallnat find it, ans £4 


T was ever an a& of I bo mercy and Kindoels' A the 
God of Heaven an , that. he never ifſued 


out his Judgments in the World, but he gave tjme- 

ly notice of them before tharr approaches, toawa- 

ken mens Conſciences, either by timel to 
= them, or elfe by Vigilancy and Prayers ro prepare 

inſt them. 
a = t give you fundry inſtances Nt this is the c Hl 
of Gods Dn with mankind. 

fore he deſtroyed the Old World, and waſhed antics 
pollutions by the general Inmundation, Noah, there 
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oher of Righteouſneſs, was the Harbinger of that news, 
and he forewarned them what would follow their cont1- 
nual diſobedience, and perſeverance in Iniquity. After 
the ſame mannerdid he teal with Soom, WithComorrah, 
and with Niniveb. 

But Inccd look ſofar backz Tfrae! a people of Gods 
own chooſing, had ſufficient experience of his loving 
kindoofand patience, ahd forbearange in this particu- 
lar. Though that Generation of men were a ſort of 
people ſo refrattory and ſtabborn, ſo ſtift-necked and 
diſobedient; ſo unſufterably wicked, and ſuch notorious 
tranſpreſſowrs, thar God mightin jaſtice haveſwept them 
away withthe Beeſom of DeſiruGion, without giving them 
the leaſt ſpaceof time 40 conſider of their ways, or amend 
their doings; T'fa ,thoagh hemight have opened all the 
trenſrind Sofia Vonghonte, amd ent down his arrows mm 
"xy nutabers upon their heads by reaſon of theit mani- 

Id preyocations againſthims yet did he never do this, 
But Fett by his Prophets ad Meſſengers forwarned them 
of what would happen : he did not ſtrike till tre dealt 
with thei as the Anpel did with Belrawe, open their eyes 
that they might {te the blow was coming 3 he did not 
proceed to ſentence till he had firſt convidted them, and 
repreſented their guilt in attue Mirrour before them; he 
did notmake them exompler of his Jultice, till he had firſt 
declared what it was ha voked him, and what ſixth 
wilkul provacations did deſerve at his hands: thus did 
God [hill temper his Mercy with his Juſtice, forewara 
them, that they mightbe fore-armed. And for this very 
end and purpoſe was this precaution which God gave 
Iſratlin the words read untoyou, Behold, the days. come, 

th "Sande 29d, thet Twill ſend a F "a4 mm the Land, 
not a ine 0 nor a [thirſt of Water, but Heari 
the Wards of F Lord, &c. hl ” 
. From which words ſhall diſcourſe : 

.'1- Of the Nature of that Judgment which is here 
threat-. 


$ BR MON: © 

threatned to Tſpael, and (ſhew you the dreadfulpeſs of it 
Ir is a Famire, but:wot of Bread, nor of Thirſt for Water, but 
Hearing the Words of the Lord. Wy YT FTE. "IF. 

2. 1 ſhall conſider the*reafon of this denunciation, what 
was the ground and'original of itz and what it was that 
cauſed God Almighty to threaten that people with fo fe- 
vere a Judgment. ' © * | 

3. I ſhall endeavour to fhew how they might, and we 
may prevent one ol! hou: meek which feems at this time 
to hang over our heads. | | | 

x. Ibegin with the! firſt of theſe, rhe Nature of that 

udgment which is here threatned to [/rael, 'tis Famine. 

A ſore Judgment indeed, the very name of which is ſuffi- 
ciently dreadful and terrible, were it but onely a corpo- 
ral puniſhment; For if by Famine the Prophet had on- 
ly meant (carcity of Bread, or extream want of Victuals, 
ſuch a Famine as hapned inCenear in the Patriarch Jacobs Gen 43-1. 
days; or ſuch a Famine as fell upon Samaria in the days 
of Eliſha, wheh an Aſles'head was ſold for fourſcore pie- * Kings 6-25. 
ces of ſilver, and the fourth part of a Kab of Doves dung 
for fivepieces of filver, that indeed would have'been a 
ſoreevil, by the fearful effe&ts that would have followed 
and-enſued upon it. For to ſee-men and women fainting "2 
for lack of Bread; and ready- to prey upon and devour 2 
each other, to hear their Children and Sucklings, rending Lamem. a. = 
the Skies witty their 'bitter <julations; and crying to '''*: 
their Mothers, 'Whete' is Corn" arid Wine? whileſt their 
ſouls wete teadyito be poured forth in their Mothers bo- 
ſom; nay,to behold women eating the fruit of their own 
wombs, and children become a feaſt to their Mothers that , xiags 6. 28; 
newly bore them, as it hath hapned many times through 
the extremity of hunger 3 this muſt necds be a very dole- 
fal:calamity-which would grieve the heart, and athic the 
eyes of alt ſuch as did behold it. 

And! yet'this corporal Famine, though to us it appears 
tobe the greateſt of Evils,is nothing to that Famine which 

B 1s 
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is.hers threat ra which was the Fawyne of Heer 
ring tbe xx wr erd,. or.the {carcity and. want of 
— B y depriving the thewar all holy Ordigan- 
c£8-and Nuxics. , 'F or ceftainly,.this is meant, when God 
2h pox ſand aFamine ama them; that is, my 


to ſubvert the whole Jewiſh: h and Religion, t9 
baniſh them from'his Temple, and all their legal 4: Sa 
to deprive them. of all their, Ruas, avd. Ceremonies, and 
ments, which were maſ}. dear and/pretious ta them, 
e from them the Law, with which before he had en- 
. ruſted them, and to divorce and feparate them frqp their 
Pricſtsand their. Prophets, who were: the true and Or- 
thodox Expounders of it. All thisis implied bythe Fa- 
mine of the Word. . And {othe Judgment will appearig- 


deed to be very dreadful and Fcrrible, up: ahole three 
agcoumts. 


I. Becauſe all entercourſe and communion was likely 
to 4 cut off betwixt God and them. | 

| ecauſe ok this meansthey would be. reduced: to' a 
ver eploxable canditian, in relation to their fouls, by 


deprived > all ſach means as ſhould be mo(t bene- 
CE nn to them. 


a ce this commonly being the laſt of Judgments, 
for God to \Seprive them totally papa "_ 
be molt fatal agd pernicious tothem,  _ . 

. 1. By this meaps all entercqurſe- and communion Was 
likely 40, be cut off hetwixe God and them. As it wasthe 
prnted .of honours tothe Jewiſh Nation, that they were 

eparated from the reſt of the World as a People peculiar 
to God, to whom he was pleaſed very frequently tomake 

greater manifeſtations of, his love and favour than toapy 
other community of mankind throughou the face. of the 
Earth 3 ſo was it (till afysther enhanſment of their 
that God was pleaſed to ebooletheit; Metropolis wi 
lems, as his own City, and. ia thattoacceptof a Temple, 
where he toqk delightzo be. called. upon and worſhiped, 


rather _ 
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rathee thin <Mcwhere 4 for af Salem wat Bt Tabernacle, 


and kis duwthing place in Sie; that Temple was his Man- 
fon houſe and habitation; whither the Triber ment ap, the 
Tribes of the'Lord nnto the teſtimony of Ifrael, to erve thanks 
to the name of the Lord. a enldes DEE ns 
-- But now- whert onee th&it provocations were grown 
fo high, arid thew (msand miquities were riſerſto that Je- 
gree, as to enforce him to'abominate' both them and theis 
Temple, and make him loath and reje& both them and 
their Religion, what farther hopes could they have of an 

favour, or of any entercourſe and! communion betwixt 
God and themilivvain was it for them to exped that God 
ſhould any longer {veto endear' them 'by any former 
familias ways of kindnels; whett he way r&ſ6ſved to aban- 
don botly them; and their Worſhip 5 and alttheir Incenſe; 
and thetr Sacriffces became very loathſome and deteſta- 
ble inhis ſight. For-Religron being the' Cement, the Liga- 
ment; the chief Bond of Yaiorr ard Cottmmunion betwist 
Gndiand' Many when thatis onbe broken," of diſſolved, 


farewel to Gods ove, t&his favonor and” friehdſhi 25 00 


togper doth God regird any'perſons thin*8Hey"4r6 Hep 
cloſe rb/Himby th&frrm thesof Duty arid Obedietice. And 
therefore in thixreſpeta Fudginent of this Nature'to ba- 
viſh <en;fromhisAltans, todeprivether of his Ordinan- 
ces, and not to ſuffer them any longer to tread within his 
Courtsy Py, dah's Jodgthdir ofVartin fotit eels ap- 
peat very tetrible, becauſe when God” reefs me as his 
Worlbippers; he rejedr che HKGwife for being his Fi- 
voutites3- a2d! n5- orger "that? "they 'cotitinue in. his 
ChurtHor inAſervice,muſt they'expetaty communion 
or any friendſhip from'hitn. p28 EL ON 

+2, Secondly this Judgnent-was themiore dreadful, be-, 
cauſoby'this meany [Facl'was HKe to Be reduced to a very, 
deplotable condition'itrelatiort to- their ſouls, 


to: them, 
21 B 2 As 


ils, by being, 
deprivedof alt ſuch theahs xs ſhonldbe moſtadratitagious 
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Plal.96. 2. 


Pſal.122,4. 


Mal. > 7. 


Tirus 1. 16, 
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As the-Jews were happy in all manner of bleſſings, fo 
were they in that great bleſſing which, God was pleaſed 
to beſtow upon them, by ſending them, his. Meſſengers 
eatly and late to inſtru them. Theſe perſons were ſome- 
times called Seers, and ſometimes Prophets, and. ſometimes 
Prieſts, but all declared unto, them the will of, God, and 
expounded to themtheLaw and the Teſtimony: to theſe 
therefore the people had recourſe in all. doubts, in all 
ſtraits, in all emergencies, and by them all their ſcruples 
were ſolved, and their ignorance diſpelled, and their 
duty plainly taught and reiterated to them. 

But now by this Famine they were like to lole all theſe, 
God was reſolved to. take away. their Prophets from 
chem, to ſuffer their Rabbies and DoRors of the Law na 
longer .to inſtrutt_ them :; and then what do, we think 
could follow, but a Night of Ignorance and Error? what 
could we expc& from them, when thele lights were put: 
out, but that, like their Neighbours round about them, 
they ſhould all be invclop'd with the dark miſts of Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry.?. thaugh; their Prieſts lps, did pre- 
ſerve knowledge, yer if _they. were not. permitted-to ſeek it 
5 te anoth., they mult needs. grow ſtupid and igno- 
rant, fooliſh and extravagant, abominable and diſobe- 
dient, and wnto every good work reprobate, aduugi, fitlel(s, 
and unfaſhionable.. _ 22006} 8 

But this is not all, for they were nat only like to be de- 
prived of thoſe perſons who expounded the Law, but of 
the Law it ſelf; withall its Worſhip and Sacrifices; and 
that ſtil] *enhanſeth further the grievouſneſs of this. Judg- 
ment : not to have their Prieſts left amongſt -them was a 
great loſs, but to be deprived of Gods Word too, was the 
gropeet Judgment could light uponthem ; for now their 

Ke to periſh for want ofi food, Gods Word 
being mutrigene to the Soul as Bread.is tothe, Body 3 and. 
that being ſubtraged and taken, away from them which, 
ſhould nouriſh them up untoeternal life, the means cea-; 
| ling 


ouls were lj 


oy 


: 
Gs, 


S E- R.M-0 "N' E 

fing, the end could never be obtained; and ſo by'con- 
ſequence the Soul was not onely like to ſtarve here, but 
_ toperiſh hereafter too, and tolie down in woe and for- 

row toall eternity. A fad Judgment indeed !. that God 
ſhould ſfabtra&t from them all means whereby to render 
themſelves happy, that he ſhould ſnatch them from their 
Prieſts, rend them from/his Altars, and by taking| the light 
of his Word from them likewiſe, condemn} them to a far 
greater than Egyptian darkneſs, ; this ſtill renders it more 


grievous and dreadful]. 

3. But there is a third aggravation of-it (till behind, 
Fhar this is the laſt of Cas which God uſually 
makes uſe of, when mens 1niquities are ripe and ready for 
deſtruQion, to deprive them of his true Worſhip,: and to 
remove their Candleſtick out of his fight. | | 

He that can calculate in how many inſtances Humane 
Nature is paſhve, may quickly makean eſtimate of ]ſraels 
calamities, which were ſo manifold and terrible, that God 
Almighty might have ſeemed even to have emptied his 
Magazine of Judgments, and to have diſcharged them all: 
upon theJewiſhrace.In all-the Hiſtory.of former Ages,and 
places;there is no where'to be met withall anyGeneration 
of Mankind, with whom God had ſo many controverſies, 
and upon whom he did pour down his hotteſt fury. and; 
diſpleaſure dreſt up in ſuch various and diſmal ſhapes, as wt 3 
he did uponthis ſtubborn and incorrigible people. There 2 
wasnot any manner of jy Treg the Jews were ac- j 
quainted-'with ;'and our ' Prophet Amos reckons. up a 
whole Catalogue of ſufferings, which ſucceeded. one ano-: : | 
ther in-that rebellious Nation. . He tells us that God did-C:p.4-v.5,7,8,. : 
not only-cleanneſs of teeth in.all their Cities,and want of 7" f* : 
Bread in all places, and with-held; the rain from them, fo 
that three Cities wandred to one City todrink waterzbut 
likewiſe that he (mate them with: blaſting and with mil- 
dew, with the Peſtilence after-the mannerot Egypt; with 
the Sword, and with Fire: as diſmal as that which redn- 


ced 


ced>Spdoxw and Gomorrah to-a heap of tubbilh and aſhes; 
and yer tor al} this they would not rettarn uato. God by 
reformation and amendment. 003 49:159391 tiltr3g 02 
And do werbmk it: poſhble for'Gods Spirit alwayyto 
ftrive with fuch a froward Generation? was it aot high 
time for God to uſe. the lafktiand molt rigozous, means, 
when alt oaher-provedufelcſsand/ineffecual 7? Was m nog 
high time for God/qutte to caſhier them, and caft rhem. 
out ofhis fight,when all ather methodgthough the Quin- 
teſſence of the greateſt fury and ſeverivy could no. way: 
reclaimthem? No donbtit:was : and 'therefose tothis laſt 


a nts he threatens to haye recourſe; Therefore this 
"Ae el;ondrbecanſe I will do this unto thee, 
prepane to' meet thy God 1 Iaecds, relolving hereby, that 
becauſe nothing elſewouldcavadl, todeftroytheix Nation, 
to rootupthae Vine and Vineyard which his own: right 
hand had planted, to ſemd a Famine in the' Lend, not a 
Famitxe' of bread, nenthirft for Water, . but of hearing. the 


words of the-Lord; by which they! ſhould; be seduced.to. 
{0 wretched: and:deplonble 4 condition, as toturn-com-: 
mon. Vagranes: or Vagabonds,, atid: #0-merder, from Sea-to; 
Sta, andifrom/Nortb to\Exft; and: torunte and-fro ta ſeek the. 
Word of #he Lord; and:yet ſhould not be able afterall their 
wearilom journies, after all their narrow. ſearches and. 
difquiſitions to find that Word, that Law, thoſe Ordi- 
nanves which they-ſought andhunted-after,,/; ©; 11 | + 
And thus I have acquainted, you-with- the Nature of 
that Famine, and the. dreadtulneſs. of it, ; whichisthreat-- 
ned to Trl; from whaſe:example! iÞ will becomea duty. 
meumbent upon us;/to i60k back; vpon our ſelves, whoſe 
ſtare and condition/at this' day ſeems not at all unlike to- 
theirs then :- for 'our'fins are of: as deep a-die;. and our 
abominations as loathſome, and our|tranſgreſfions. as ma- 
nifold; and our provocationsas: daring, and\our impictics. 
as provoking 'as' theirs was: before: us, 'and God ſcems 
therefore-now: to: threaten' us: after the, ſame manger as. 


he 
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hedidthe Jews, with as bad or worſe a Famine by'Tea- 
#0n of ſuch hamnons and abominable'provocations. 

' And that this is toogreata truth, will plainly appear to 
any one that conſiders'the preſent poſture and ſtate of 
aiiertn this Kingdom ; for are there not at this day a 
brood'bf ſanguinary, blood-thirſty, and wicked Sons of 
Belial, who have endeavoured to ſubvert both Church 
and State, and reduce vs all toa Famme indeed, toa real 
deftitution of all/ true fpiritualcomforts and refreſhments ? 
Had they not almoſt brought their wicked defigns to 
effef, and doth not our Religion ſeem {till to le at the 
ſtake? Doth not DeſtruQtionſtill hover over our heads? 
And have we any certain ſecurity that we may not yet 
become a prey to theſe merdMefs Wolves and Typers? 


There is more than a probability that God Aimighty may Joſh. 23. 13: . 


ſuffer theſe very perſons to become fnares and traps to 
us, ſcourges in our ſides, 'and thorns tm oureyes. *Tis 
more than probable that thoſe who fo induſtrioufly con- 
ſult our ruine, may yet attain to'theirend, and ſo we may 
all periſh through their malictous machinarions, that our 
Religion may be undermined, our Churches violated, 
our Temples made the Neſts and Cagesof Popiſh Super- 
ftition and Idolatry, 'and we our felves fall a Sacrifice to 
the Pope and his devilliſh Emiſfaries. And if this ſhould | 
come to paſs, which'our- fins'and manifold tranfgreflrons 
do juſtly deſerve and call for's' Alas, mro what unfpea- 
kable calammes ſhonkd we be mvolved ?- This would be 
a Famine of 'the' higheſt degree; a Judgment the moſt 
prievons of al} Judgments, as will appear again by thefe 
three following citcumftances. . A rake 

1. For firſt this woulddeamoſtcertaminchcation, that 
as themeaſvre of our iniquity was fall; ſo the'cup of Gods 
avger was fall likewiſe, and thur he was pourimg our his . 
wmoft mdjgnation againftus.. 1f once God'(hotld for- 
fer our Churchto fall, and onr Region to be taken from 


us; #he ſhould once remove or Candleſtick, atid'riot | 
per» - 


Mat. 21.43, 
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it; us; any. longer enjoyment of his lacred Ofdinar- 
eels oo | Bo. 4 afſured that. his fury was kin- 
dled to the utmoſt height, that he ſufteredall this becauſe 
he could no longer endure us inhis ſight, becauſe our pre- 
ſent ſervice was an abomination to. him, and our worſhip 
being ſo extreamly,tin&ured and mixed with hypocriſie, 
did enforce him to draw-away his face from us. 

' For as true-zeal and piety! endear men. to God, and 
render them his Favourites'z ſo ag porris and irreligion 
eſtrangeth Gods. affeion utterly from them 3. nay, cau- 
ſetha ſeparation, and ſets God-at open enmity with them, 
and when once God hath declared himſelf an Enemy, then 
follow. his Judgments, then are. all the Vials of his Anger 
opened, and Sluces of his diſpleaſure plucked up toover- 
whelm them and) theſe fruitlefs. Fig-trees, theſe; unpro- 
fitable Seryants, theſe wicked tranſgreſſors are;curſed, 
and made an example of vengeance to terrifie others from 
the like evil courſes. | | 

So that if God,ſhould deal thus with us, and puniſh us 
after ſo rigorous, and ſo ſeverea manner, I know! not tor 
my part.what would become of us; thereis no; further 
hopes of favour, of kindneſs, of friendſhip from him, we 
might have improved theſe better to.,our advantages 
whileſt we enjoyed them; and'if the Kingdom of God, 
7.e. the Goſpel of Chriſt be. taken fromus, it will begi- 
vento fome other Nation to;bring forth better fruits un- 
der its enjoyment than we havedone, So that this jsthe 
firſt thing that ſpeaks the. dreadfulneſs of this, Judgment, 
becaule it will be a teſtimony, that God'is irreconcilably 

angry with us, that he 1s reſolved to deſtroy us, and root 
out our memorial from off the face ofthe Earth. © - 

2, Burſccondly,there isanother thing which willſpeak 
the dreadfulneſs of this Judgment, and tharis, that it will 
not cnely; be a meanstocut us off from all hopes .of Gods 
love and favour for the preſent, but for the future too, by 
depriving us of all thoſe means which might be moſt in- 

ſtrumental 


4,166 0 Ya 


ftrumental to, procure and regain it: for ſhould ſich 's 
Famine come amongſt us, then farewell to: Gods' Word: 


and Miniſters, and by conſequence if theſe, -which are the 
means and conduit-pipes of Grace, ' were {topped up, the 
way to Heaven would be precluded and ſtopped up like- 
wile, Now that this would certainly be our caſe, ſhould 
Popery once more make a ſtep over the Seas, I ſhall ev- 
dence to you in a few inſtances. 

1. For firſt, you would have fomeindeed come among(t 
Fou, v ho. would call themſelves the Mmiſters of God, 
but you would quickly find a vaſt difference betwixt 
them and thoſe who now are his lawful Ambaſladors; 
for they would not trouble themſelves to preach up the 
Goſpel ſo much as their own ſelves, their own gain, ad- 
vantage, and filthy lucre: andthough 'tis the misfortune 
and a ſad fate which attends the preſent Miniſters of the 
Church of Ergland to be accuſed as covetons perſons, 
or hirelings, proud, or imperious-perſons, men who lord 
it over their [Brethren, and who encroach too far upon 
the dues, and rights, and cſtates of the Laity, yet ſhould 
the Scene change, and theſe men be caſhiered, you would 
find, that what you accuſe them fallly of, would be abun- 
dantly verified 1n their Popiſh ſucceſlorsz and you would 
learn by too woful experience, what it 1s to be Prieſt- 
ridden, as you now call it, when upon: every petty di- 
ſtaſte, upon the leaſt injurious uſage or affront put upon 
them, you ſhould hear them thundring forth, as the Hea- 
thens did of old to the primitive Chriſtians, Chriſtiani ad 
Lecnes,' Away with the Chriſtians to the Lions; fo they 
to you, Herctici ad Carbones, Away with theſe Hereticks 
to Fire and Faggot. Then would you value thoſe Mi- 
mſters whom you now deſpiſe, and he whom you; are 
pleaſed now toeſteem the molt contemprible man amongſ\t 
us, would then be thought worthy of your beſt words 
and clogies, when your backs once-felt but the ſmart of 
the Rimiſh Rod; andevery Pariſh-Prieſt would beeven 
C an 
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2n Ami-Pope te. command you at his beck, and aw you 
&his/pleaſurc.: | | | | 
. (2. But ſecondly, As the Miniſtry would fail, fo would 
all true Religion too; For inſtead of Gods Ordinances, 
humane Inventions ſhould be enforced upon your Con- 
ſciences, and Superſtition and [dolatry ſhould be impoſed 
upon you, under the {pecious titles of Picty and Reli- 
ion. You ſhould have Prayers mdeed allowed you, 
they - ſhould: be.a Compound of Aze-Maries, and of 
Prayers tothe Saints, and ' Prayers for the Dead ; and 
that too manunknown Tongue, and in a Language which 
none of you could poſhbly underſtand, and by conſe- 
uence could never {ay Amer at your Devotions. You 
ſhould have the Pſalter of the blefled Virgm, compiled 
by. the Seraphical [odor S. Boyavertare, preſented toyou 
as more uſeful than the Pſalms of holy David; anda Maſs- 
Rook clapt anto-your hands; but your Bibles claſpt up 
anditaken away from you, and you prohibited the read- 
ing of the Scriptures upon the penalty perhaps of eter- 
nal damnation. And inſteadof the pure and ſincere milk 
of the Word tendred you by ſome ſober and rational Di- 
vine, you ſhall have probably one of Johawnes Argentws 
ms prime Catholick Diſciples come, and extol in the 
Pulpit theexcellent qualities of the Virgin Maries Milk, 
or one of S. Francis his Fry, crying the 3: great Vertues 
of S. Francis hisShpper z or the healing faculties of S.Ve- 
ronicas Handkerchiet; or elſe from ſome other of thoſe 
Religious Juglers you ſhall hear along ridiculous ſtory of 
ſome miraculous Saint out of their famous Legend, which 
ſhall beas fooliſh and incredible as the Fable of Garagar- 
- twa, or the Wandring Few. Nay beſides all this, you ſhall 
not only be compelled to-worthipthe Virgm Mary, and 
pray to Saints, and fall down before Images, and pay te- 
verence to Reliques, and proſtrate your ſelves before Pi- 
Cures and Crucifixes; but. you ſhall be denied the Cup 
« the Sacrament, and taughtthat the Bread is the very 


Body 
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Body of Chrift, and under that notion wilt be enforced to 
receive and pay it homage : I fay, natwithſtanding after 
'tis conſecrated by the Prieſt, you ſee, and feel, and taſte, 
and fmel} that it 1s {ti} Bread, notwithſtanding you knaw 
'tis a plain contradifion tor one: and the IE fme Body 
to be in a hundred places at one and the ſame time; yet 
this you mult beheve, anda thouſand other ridiculous 
fanſies, as that the Pope 1s infallible, that he is Chriſts 
Vicar, the Univerſal and Supreme Paſtor of the Univerſe, 
and is endowed with a Power and Empire over all Chrt- 
ſtian Kings, Princes, and Potentates, at theleaſt im ordine 
ad ſpiritual. Further, that there is ſuch a place as Pur- 
tory, that Confeſhion to the Prieſt is abſolutely neceſ- 
ary to Salvation, that in the Maſs there is a propitiatory 
Sacrifice both for quick and dead, that the Saints have a 
mint and treafury of good works to ſpare, which they 
can lend to others, who want them, upon occaſion ; that 
to doubt m the leaſt of miracles, traditions, and indal- 
gences, the power of the Pope, and his Prieſts, or' to 
entertain the leaſt thought of the pofhbility of being 
ſaved in any other Religion is a moſt enormons crime z 
Theſe, and whatever elfe the Prieſt ſhall bid you be- 
heve, that you mult believe without making any ſcruple, 
or asking any queſtions for conſcience ſake : What days 
they pleaſe to ſet apart you mult be ſure to obſerve, what 
penances they infli& you muſt patiently' undergo, what 
they think fit to-.command from you, you muſt undemia- 
bly grant,or elſe nothing would make atonement for ſuch 
contempt and obſ{tmacy, but-your very lives and fortunes. 
This would be your caſe and this your condition, ſhould 
Popery prevail ; and would not this be a fore judgment 

indeed to be deprived of your preſent honeſt and good 
Miniſtry, and to be enflaved by Popith tyranny ? to be 
robbed of Gods facred word and to give ear to fables? 
to leave the true Religion, and be made vaſſals to a Reli- 
gion Which is ſuperſtitious _ idolatrous? In-a word, 
2 to 


| 14 $ E/R\M'O N I. 


. .. #0 forſake the Fountain of living Waters, and to dig unto 
—_— ans job Ciſterns, _ Cifterns that will. hold no Wa- 
ter £ How could you hope to:find, the way.to Heaven 
by ſuch guides, | to gain an entrance by-ſuch blind Devo- 
tion, to meritglory by ſuch aniimplicit Faith ? Certainly 
in-ſuch- circumſtances. men mult needs run the greateſt 
hazards imaginable of their immortal Souls, there would 
be little or no hopes of Salvation under ſuch mcans, and 
therefore a Judgment of this nature mult needs be very 
terrible and amazing, nay the greatelt of Judgments that 
could befall this:Nation. 

.3. Eſpecially if we confider in- the third place, that 
when God ſends this, it is the laſt of all Judgments, and 
therefore muſt needs be the moſt pernitious and dread- 
ful: When God once works the downfal of a Nation, 
when he deſtroys a Kingdom, or ſuffers a Church to be 
buried in ruine, we may be {ure God hath poured upon 
bhat people the utmoſt dreggs of his fury, and that there 
15 no other Judgment to-{ucceed, but the moſt fatal of 
all.is happened to them, in which all in general ſhall be 
concerned, and have their portion. In the caſe of the 
Sword, the Peſtilence, or Fire, 'tis poſſible ſome few 
may eſcape the Divine Vengeance, ſome may be reprie- 
ved till a further opportunity 3 but when once a whole 
Polity is laid in deſolation, every. one then is aſutferer, 
the blow is levelled at all, and there is none but feels 
the heavineſs, and the ſmart of it, And then woe, woe 
to us, ſhould this be our condition, as we have too 
great reaſon to fear #t may be ſtil] by Gods former pra- 
ceedings with us, and our incorrigibleneſs under all his 
methods which he hath made uſe of to reclaim us : we 
know, is not.many years ago, ſince the Sword did glut 
jt ſelf with. the blood. of. many thouſands of our native 
Jnhabitants3.after that the Plague came in triumph, and 

.crefted its Trophics over all our Kingdom ; after this 
ſucceeded! a. dreadful and terrjble Fire, which laid, in 
v a\hes. 


aſhes the Metropolis of our Nation : And ſince all theſe 7 
three Judgments have not wrought in us that ſincere and 
hearty Reffieminiony which God expected they ſhould, 
what can we expet, but that God ſhould give a word of 
command for the laſt to. come amonglt us, and ſo trouble 
himſelfno longer to puniſh ſo refractory an incorrigible 
a People ? And if fo, we can none of us eſcape, but we 
{hall find the effect of it to be very direful and terrible ; 
for when our Church is once in the duſt,and our Religion 
{ubverted,when all our Rites and Solemaities of Worlhip 
are obliterated and aboliſhed,and Gods Holy Word which 
ſhould nouriſh us np unto eternal Life, is taken. from us, 
'tis much to be feared, that God will never be ſo far re- 
conciled as to reſtore them to us again, ſeeing we mana- 
ged them ſoill, when we had the happineſs of enjoying 
them : nay though afterward when we perceive the want 
of them, we ſhould ſeek them. carefully with tears, and 
wander from Sea to Sea, and from Eaſt to North to.find 
them, yet ſhall-we be unſucceſsful, and mils of what we 
deſire; lie down we muſt in the ſhades of darkneſs, where 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs will no more ariſe upon us with 
healing under his wings. 

2. And now. what it was that provoked God to threa- 
ten ſuch bitter and ſevere things ; vg Iſrael, and upon 
what particular grounds and reaſons we 1n this Nation | 
may juſtly dread the _ is the next thing I 
am to give an account of : Where though Jjrael, as 1 
might cook at large,was a people notorious for all manner 
of tranſgreſſions againſt the Law. of God, for all. manner ical 
of vices which could poſſibly be committed, ſo that God 9 
had juſt reaſon to complain of them by his Prophet Me- A 
lachy, That even Somee days of their. Fathers they bad te a 
gone away from his Ordinances, and had - not kept the "RY 
upon which account God might jultly execute theutmoll 
rigor of his juſtice upon them z yer. I ſhaſFar. preſent un; 
{tance but in three or four things, whichias they, did 77 

| of tremely 
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tremel vate their gnilt, fo did they call for, and 
haſten Bo. des veſt upon their heads. 

1.” For firſt, they were a ſort of people that mocked, 
and deſpiſed both Gods Word and Metlengers. 

2. Secondly, they made no ſcruple to deprive their 
Prieſts of that, which was ſet apart by God as their Lot 
and Portion. | 

3. Thirdly, they were generally addicted to Irreligion 
and Profaneneſs. 

4. And fourthly, if they did not break forth into open 
profinerieſs, they were no leſs blameable for their baſe 
ſecret hypocrifie. 

Now when I have drawn the parallel betwixt them 
and us, and have ſhewn you that we have equalled, if 
not out-vied them in all theſe things ; we ſhall then find 
from our (elves as great reaſon to fear that God fhould 

r down in this nature his utmoſt indignation upon 
us, as ever he did upon that wicked and obſtinate people. 

1. Iſrael was a fort of people, that mocked, and de- 
fpifed both Gods Word, and Meſſengers : He thar con- 

alts the Hiſtory of thoſe times, will find this very viſible 
in their manners, and practices; in the days of Amos and 
Iſaiah they were grown to that paſs, that they ſilenced 
Amos 2, 12. their Prophets, and commanded them not to ſpeak, unleſs 
Vaiah 26. 10. I© Were ſuch thimgs as tickled their ears, or gratified their 
humours ; but when this would not do, and they found 

them of ſuch courage and undaunted fpirits, that the 
| did [tt]] cry alond, ſpare not, but lift up their voices like 
— Uaiah53.1. trumpets, to ſhew Gods people their tranſer'{ſim, and the 
houſe of wp their fin ; why then they began to convert 
all rherr Prophers ferious diſcourſes into mrrth, and drol- 
lery, and made ſport with the graveſt matters, and con- 
cernments of Religion : they burleſqu'd the Prophet Je- 
2 remiah's words, and turned the expreſſions he uſed into 
| Jer.23. 33,36: ridicule, croing m contempt, The burder Y the Lord, 
Which is called perverting the words of the Living God : 
After 
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After the ſame manner did they deal with Ezekiel, whoſe 

words they turned into pleaſant Songs, or as the Mar- nes 39 
ts of our Bibles have it, they made loves or jeſts of «ris (+; vertuxe. | 

the moſt facred things, which the Prophet did utter for '** 

their benefit, and advantage: And no wonder that when 

the Fathers had eaten ſower Grapes, the Childrens teeth Exck. 18. 2. | 

were ſet ox edge; no wonderthat when the Fathers had 

attained to (o good a knack of mocking their Prophets, 

and were ſo notorious for the obloquies and contempt 

which they paſſed upon them, that their Children did 

ſo readily follow their examples, and that the Pro. 

phet Eliſha could not poſhbly eſcape the virulency of 

their tongues, whole years, one would have thought, 

ſhould have rendred them uncapable of ſuch vile mifde- 

meanors 3 upon which account no doubt it was, that the 

little Children having ſucked in ſach prejudices againſt 

the Prophets with their milk, and learnt to rail againſt 

them from their very cradles, ventured to clamour after 

that good man with ſuch vile and baſe language (though 

they paid for it very dearly with the loſs of their ves) 

when the beſt words they conld afford him were no bet- 

ter than theſe, Go up thou baldhead, go np thou baldhead: , xg, .. 21, 

In fine their own Chronicles have given us fo full an ac- :4. 

count of their ſcoffting, ſarcaſtick temper, that we need 

look no further for a teſtimony hereof, for 'tis ſaid there, 

that they mocked the meſſenzers of God, and deſpiſed his 

words, and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of the 

Lord aroſe againft his People, till there was no remedy - 

from which it appears, that God did for ſome time for- 

bear the people of Judah, beyond what they could have 

expected, waiting for their amendment untilthey added 

impudence to their obſtinacy, and made ſport with the 

Prophets, and laughed at every thing that was ſacred and 

religious; then the peremptory Decree came forth, and 

there was no-hopes of eſcaping; (then did the anger of the 

Lord divide them, and he did no more regard thene, —_— 

ittey 
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they regarded not the perſons of tle Prieſis, and favoured not 
the Elders. 

Ard indeed, as nothing doth more provoke God, 
than ſuch a ſcofting humour, and ſuch a contemptuous 
uſage of his Servants, and Meflengets 3 ſo nothing doth 
ſooner precipitate his Judgments, nay nothing can be a 

| more certain prognoſtick, that they are even at the door, 
| than that is : for there can be no worſe ſymptom to a 
people, than to laugh at the only means to cure them, 
and ifthis once grow common, it muſt needs make their 
condition deſperate ; for then it comes to Gods turn to 
laugh, and to mock tooz Becanſe I kave called, and ze kave 
Prov. 1,24, :5, 7efnſed, 1 hate ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded, 
26. but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would have none 
of my repreof, I alſo will laugh at yeur calamity, and mock, 
when your fear cometh. 
Now it this was one reaſon, why God reſolved to ſend 
a Famine of the Word among(t the Jews, to aboliſh thewr 
Worſhip, and bamſh them from their Prielts, becauſe they 
made fo light of them, nay did even take a pride to de- 
{piſe, and contemn them, to vilifie and abule them, what 
can we expect leſsin this Nation, who have far ſurpaſled 
that people in this ſcofting vein ? Search the Annals of 
all Hiſtory, and compare the manners of all the Nations 
of the Earth with ours, and you ſhall find this vice, no 
not even amonglt Turks and Heathens, ſo predominant 
as It 161n ours : and he that conſiders the baſe and unjuſt 
accuſations, the vile and ignominious obloquies, the 
ſordid and unworthy aſperſions, the black and malitious 
calumnics, in a word, the general deſpite and contempt, 
that is thrown upon the preſent Miniſtry of the Church 
of Ergland, may cauſe him juſtly to believe, that God 
hath very great reaſon to revenge this injury by depri- 
virg them of ſuch Paſtors, whom they ule to deſpight- 
2 Thefl. 2. 11, fully, and to ſend them ſtrong deluſions to believe a lie, that 
32. they might all be damned, who believed not the truth, but 
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had pleaſure in unrighteouſheſs: I wiſh that this miſtHie 


had'not ſpread it delf ſo'univerfally over the faceoPthis 
Nation, but (alas) the diſeaſe $prown-now 16'Epi-! 
demica), that the Prieſt'affordy Hatrer/of ſport for'all” 
companies, and he that'canbeſo ingenious to haverflivg 
at him, ſhall be cryed up tor a mary of great wit and at- 
tainments, though in other things he is' looked wpon as 

very. mean and inconfiderable; nay, our Children too 

Cilike 'the Jewiſh I mentioned before )- have drawn in 

theſe 'prejudices wath'their very breath, for a' man-ean- 

fearce- walk the ftreets in many places, 'bur-he ſhall hear' 

ſome of themu(peak ſomething contemptible of '#'Mini- 

ſter; if he chance'to paſs by ; ' as iff thoſe, who werefor- 

merly reputed the glory of Chtiſtendom,” wete tow to 

be eſteemed the very refuſe of the people 3 'nay, the off- 
ſcouring, ' catharmata, &- idibria, 'the lughing ltocks, 
and; the moſt hatefulof all mankind. ! 1 1 0 GH 

[1rd member, that it waspart of the Liturgy in the Greek + * > 
Church of old, to praiſe God, that ourof his infiniteccot = 
deſcentiori he had giventhem Mitiiſters'and Teachers,/tiot 

only of the/ſame nature, and infirtnities with themfchves, 

but alſo of like guilt, and under the ſale condemnation; 

becauſe; thereby having in themſelves a- ſenſe: of ' their 

ow infirmities,' and knowingthe butderof fin; andthe 
ſubtilty::of. Satan, they might'the better'know' likewiſe 

how to offer up: Sacrifices and:Oblations; botl/in behalf 
of themſolvesand'thepeople 4: buthow is the (gene alte- =, 
reds wheni'inſtead of iprayers, we'mect with curſes; and 'N 
thefailings of fome are either injputed to all,or elſenag- 
mired too high a degree, as if we were the Peſts and 
Conan the'Natian And now'if God'look-upott 
thevdifhoribut/donertovhis Miniſters) as'done to-hinflelf, | 
if Sc Phat ſpeaktiue, that they who deſpiſe them defpife » Theſ iv. 2. 
next men; but Gods caccordihgito that uſuil ſaying, Lager 
Aunt fſerrcy 3 us b7melf, { earmor le-why G Y 
amy longer-ſuſpend! Ins ' judgments from 07 FRG CY 
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witty before him af fo foula miſdemeanonr : why ſbould 
np deprive;us of, thoſe perſons, whom we: thus fetat 
naught, angrilp lo-eontumelibully:? and it may be (ome 
of .uswauldbþe glad if God ſhould do fo; but ſhould this 
PPE $6; vg,..L dare yery-confidently athrm, that we: 
ſbould figd it by 400 woeful experience the greatelt-curſe 

yet that ever. bete] this Kingdom. 
2» Alecondxealon, that might enforce God to haſten 
ſuch a judgment upon Jfrael, by .xooting ont their Reli- 
gioy,, wap tmew depriving the Pricttsof that Loe and Por- 
tion Whighhe himlelf had fet apart for their uſe : whoe- 
ves knows, any; thing of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, cannot 
pothbly.-be.jgnorant, that the Jews, by a-more eſpecial 
junction ob God himfelt, were commanded to pay the 
tenth, of all:their,4ubſtance to the Prieſts who (ſerved 
at. his: Altars,; which tithes. God was pleaſed.to call his 
own, and to ſanctifie'himfelt; commanding that no part 
of 4t, whether-4-was good, or whether it was bad; ſhould 
be ſo-njuch as changed: by any. of | the people: now not- 
withſtanding all this, ..fo'covetbus and' worldly minded 
were the generalty of tlie Jews, that they made no con- 
ſcience todefraud God of his own, and the Prieſts of that 
which was allotted for their ſhare: and though, when 
God xgpraved:them for their unjuſt and fraudulent:deals 
Ngstowardshim, they did juſtifie themſelves, :andexpos 
ſtylace theicalt with him; /and: were ;ſo-inſolent as to ask 
bim:thequeltion -(\notwith(tandiog they: could not but 
know their guilt ) Wherein;they had done himany inju- 
ry;8r God deals very plaijnly,and tells them, 'thatit was m 
ropoidghta of his Tithes-and his Offerings: Will « max 
nehfaod « jet 2 lawn robbed tes; but ye ſay, wherein havit 
we robbed thee) intitherandin offerings : Well, bit what 


1: Wad the-fatal canſtquence of ſuch filthy [deftaudmions ? 


IR gid ehdy.get by their Rapine and their Sacriledge? 
Meet vere tells you; :the curſe. of God was therrre- 


Ward, J's are «uſed with entſc.c_ for ye have robbed-me, 
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ever #his whole nation, ' "And may not'we juſtly diead tha 
ſamecarſe, whole defrandations are as prear, and Sac 
ledg as inſufferable ? for though there isa certain portion 
of tithes ſetapatt for our preſent MinſterSFander the Go. 
ſpe}; which our pious ant good Anceſtors havebeftowcd 
upon the Church,and the Laws of our owh Nation have 
ratified and confirm'd, and God himſtf under the Goſpel 
doth allow and:commend , yet ſach is the unſatiable ava- 
rice of ſome workdlings among(t us,' thatthey make no 
conſcience toi defraud the Miniſters of: their due ;; na 
have the inipudence, in their vaſpat diſtoburſe/'to aff 
very commonty,. that it is no fir! to/ there the Parſon's as 
if chetakilgtaway-the Cort which belotigs'to-me, were 
not as directly a breach of the eighth'Commandment, 
which ſaith, Thon ſhalt rot ſteal, as the taking away a 
Horſe, which doth not belong to me, would be from ano- 
ther man : and now, Wheti that which ought to be our 
ſhame is our Glory and our Triumph, when frand and 
downright cozenageis ſo plauſibly ſwallowed dotvn, and 
they whoareguilty of ſuch thipgs, yer lay their handson 
their mouths, - and ſay they are'ttiocent, Shal/ 'T rot wifit Jer. v. 25. 
far theſe things, ſaith the'Lord, ſhall not my foul be avenged 
of ſuc a nation is this? > TOTO! T0 | 

It was St. A»ſtins complaint of old, that thecovetoits aug. Sern. de 
coldneſs of ſome Chriſtians in his time perſuading them OI - 
to rob God, and'to withdraw part of his portiort, Frhct, A EM 
from the Miniſters, was a grand i of Wars and Ca- 


3 


lamities coming upon'themin Afrrca, ( as indeed'theydid 
foon after ) when the hand of violence would revenge 
the injury of Sacriſegious avarice, with the Soldiers 
Rapine, ſaith he, or theEExchequersconfiſcation wilttake 
what was grudged for Chrift and his Church:: I pray God 
the (ame injurious ufage from the Eaity; 'at 'this day, do 
not portend to this Nationtheſame, or worle Calamities, 
that the Popifſh Harpies do not come m among(t us, ahd 
reyenge our mpuries upon thoſe. perfons who' have deak 
W.7 D 2 unjuſtly 
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julily:by:ns ; [ pray God ( Liay 3 that this ſin be.not 
Ki laid eq.their charge,;.as that ſome of that rapacious 
crue do not, make as, great a, prey of them as they have 
deneof us;, tor although it would be but a. juſt one, yer 
it, wonld:be acuriqiindeed, a puniſhment very grievaus. 
-,3- But Lhaſtento a third thing, which mighe 'prect- 
pitate ſuch a judgment upon the Jewiſh Nation, and that 
was their -unſufferable degeneracy intoall manner of irre- 
ligion and profanencls:; it ever God had any right and 
title to morthig, 4 "a ; Gow any people, x Was Cer- 
tamly due, fromthe zews, Wao, were 10-1ar his Iavourites, 
charhewas pleaſed50.carruſt and depoſit with them ns 
Aayex ©e9, as. the Apoltie.calls them, his Holy Oracles, 
the Divine Law written with his own finger; nay, fur- 
ther be did manifeſt himſelf to be a God who highly me- 
rited their true and ſincere ſervice, by the manifold deli- 
verances he wroughtforthem, and the wonderful mercy 
he conferred daily upon their Nation :. and yet ſoincon- 
{iderate, 'inſenſate and ſtupid a people was this, that they 
were ſo far from, calling, to mind: thoſe ſignal favours, 
wherewith he endeayoured to oblige them, and from 
thoſe conſiderations return him, '1n heu thereof, a: juſt 
and due proportion of duty and obedience, that inſtead 
p of that they were avrived at ſo-great a height of boldneſs 
Mal, i, 13- and impiety,, as even to ſnuff at Gods ſervice, and grew 
weary of it, and thought it a burden and a grievance :to 
them 5, and therefore upon their Sabbaths and Feſtival 
days, 'when they ſhould have paid God the moſt folemn 
and ſcrious Devotion, they began. to. think thoſe days 
moſt jrkſome and troubleſome, becauſe they ſeem'd to 
hinder their gajn and their Merchandize, and had the con- 
Amos viii. 5.64 fidence to cry out, When will the new Moon he gone, that 
me way ſell corn, and; the ſabbath, that we may ſet forth 
wheat, raking the Ephab ſmall, and the Sbekel ereat,, and 
ſalbfying the ballances by, deceit * That,we may buy the poor 
for þtver, and, the needy. for a pair of ſhoves; yee, and (ell 
#2: 2s the 
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the refuſe of the wheat? nor did they ſtick here, but they 
became'ſtil} greater proficientsin that heliſhart of irreli- 
gion, forthe Prophet tellvus again that they profaned the 
name'of the Lord, ſaying, Tht tubleof the Lord is polluted, Mal. i. 12. 
aud the fruit thercof,cuentbis meat is. cortemptible:now upon 
theſe terms it was not poſlible for God any longer to with- 
hold his hand, when he ſaw his Worſhip negleRed, his 
Ordinances ſpurn'd at,and his Holy Name profaned : the 
next thing he could expett was to have his very Eſfence 
queſtioned, and his: Soveraignty over them openly diſ- 
owned; 'and"therefore it was high time for him to exert 
his power; - and:makethem (martfortheirimpieties. . 

''And'if we''be conviced;'and found guilty of as evil 
courſes, we likewife can expect no leſs favour or mercy : 
Now that this is our caſe, the Atheiſm and Impiety of the 
preſent 'Age doth abundantly verifie, for men are not 
ares, modeſt Atheiſts, and to ſay ſecretly in their 
hearts, with the fool, that there is wo God, but impiety 
appears with a brazen forehead, and diſputes its place in 
every company, and without any regard to the voice of 
nature, 'to: the diftates of conſcience, and the common 
ſenſe of mankind : men 20902) on determine againſt a 
ſupream Being, account it a pleaſant divertiſement todroll 
upon Religion, and a piece of wit to plead for Atheiſm: 
nay, 'as thongh the fountain-of the great: deep was bro- 
ken up, and Hell were let looſe, andthe Prifonersthere 
had ſhaken off their Chains and came upon the earth, pro- 
faneneſs and: all manner of wickedneſs grow ſo impu- 
dent'and barefaced; that men do not only reproach, but 
totally negle all Religion and Goodnels. 

5 ay in former Apes it was for the honour and glory 
of the 'Engliſh Nation, that as their genius prompted 
them-:to be very devout and: religibus; ſo-they never 
omitted any- 'opportunity: to ſhew that real: love they 
had-for the Worſnp of God,;and how:mightily they de+ 
hghted-1n- x:contigual! veneration . of bis-rhoſt —_ 
7 erſon,, 
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Perſon, and in a conſtant performance of all the hqgly .Ofſt- 
ces which were-enjoyned them/by Chriſtianny: :- But 
ſince Atheiſm hath flown. over the Seas,” and infected: this 
-Kingdom 3 Gaod God? what a ftrange degeneracy, xs 1n 
mens natures and\inclinations?- For if they-do.nat openly 
diſcard all Religion, yet they have ſo ſmall a regard and 
eſtecm for it, that it may juſtly provoke God to take it 
from them, and let them. feel the want of it: When we 
fee ſome- ſo careleſs, and indifferent in performing- all 
manner of religious Duties, that they: care; not whether 
they ſerve: Gad, - or not; when we. ſee-fame: abſenting 
themſelves from bis Warſhip,; and making every tle ex- 
cuſe ſerve to cover their negligence, others abſenting 
themſelves from the Sacrament, and running away from 
the Lords Table with as much eagerneſs, as 1f the Plague 
would break forth upon them, and conſume them ; others 
cavilling at the Liturgy, and Offices of the Church, - be- 
cauſe not dreſied up, nor ſhaped according to ther fan- 
cies: in fine, when we ſee Gods: Houfes: deferted;- his 
Altars unfrequented, his Sacred Days: profaned, his 
Word deſpiſed; andall manner of true Zeat and Devo- 
tion quite difcarded'1n our daily;affemblics3-fhalbb not 
viltt for thefe things, faith the Lord ? ſball not my Soul-be 
avenged of ſuch a Nation as this? I am ſure we have all 
the reafon.to.expe& he1hould, when we give him ſuch 
juſt reafon to avenge himſetfof us. | (> 
4. Etfpecially if we: confider mm the fourth-place,'' that 
there 1s {ometinng ſtill behmd, which as it|ddth aggravate 
ours, 'and [jraels guilt, fo it will likewiſe: haſte our put- 
niſhment, as it did theirs before' us; and that is Hypo- 
crilie, afin of ſo deep a dye, that nothing doth more in- 
cenſe God againſt a Nation than.thisdetht that'no:peo- 
ple could poſlibly:be: mote addicted to:this;! thanthe 
Jews, 19 very-evident from all their Prophets; theymade 
nothing to. cCommit<the'greateſt villarhes i the world; 
and:dehile themfelves with the blackeſt:crimes; ahd um 


FOI: der 


SERMON I. 25 
der a ſpecious pretence of piety and innocency, cry 
bire The Teoyple of the” Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple of the Lord art theſe : They pretended great zeal 
arid: tove for: Gods Worſhip, and Sanctuary, and var- 
nihed over all their evil actions with the falſe colours 
of Santtity, and Holineſs : But behold how God, who 
ſeeth through the thickeſt veils of Hypocriſie, the moſt 
ſecret imaginations of the ſons of men, reproves them for 
it: "Wi yor ſteal, mnrrder, and commit Adultery, and ſwear Verſ. 9, 10. 
falfhy, ant burn Incenſe wito Baal, and walk after other 

gods,” whom ye' know not, 'and come, and ſtand before me in 

the Houſe, which 7+ called by my Name £ As if God had 

fard, Do yoirthink that though you are guilty of all theſe 
abommible ſins, ' yet your coming to my Houſe, your 
treading in my Courts, your calling on my Name, ſhall 

make 'an atonement for'them 2? $9 far are ſuch dealings 

from pacttying thy wrath, that'it will but kindle it the 

more aganift 'you,-for, thns ſaith the Lord God, Behold, Veri. :«. 
mme ateer, and my fry ſhall be poured ont upon this place, 
npor man-and upon jt , mnd upon the trees of the field, 
ard-npon the frott bf the gromid, und it ſhall burn, and not 
be quenched - And' therefore no wonder again it 1s that 
you find-him by his Prophets Iſaiah and Amos, rejetin 
all Heir! Sacrifites; art Oblations, and Aﬀemblics, nn, 
ofeſting thit he HAeg TR! their New Moons, and ap- 
pointed eaftls andehatall their Worſhip was an abomi- 
n#fon to Him! Whetrhe found {o extremely mixed with 
AypocHGe tor whergen precend to be what they really ; 
are hot,” when they dvary hear to God with their lips, but Ifaiah ty. 12. 
their hearts are far-enoweh from him, when they think to 
puta cheat upon him;"and their own Souls, and make 
Rehpiotatcloik forHPaOMda dof impiety, this doth fo 
farſepatate betwixr OUPÞHddd Mbnithit it cauſerh him to 
Mde his face from ther,” MN MAE appear very for- 
midable in his robes of verigeariec, and then miſery, and 
contalion 1s therr inevitable lot and portion. 
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And if ſo, then in what miſerable circymſtances are we 
in again of this Nation, whoſe hypocritical'aQions do (till 
keep pace with ſuch deceitful Jewiſh Warſhippers ?: How 
ready are many of us to come -and ſtapd before God, to 
viſit his Courts, and to worſhip him in his Holy, Temple 2 
But we hope that it is no offence to bring, our fins long 
with us, that our Fraud and Oppreſtion, our Pride an 
our Covetouſneſs, our Lying and our Slandering, our 
Malice and Uncharitableneſs may bear.us, Company tg 
the Church, and yet we our ſclves are nolefs acceptable 
to God Almighty, as if God was obliged to. us for the 
outward formalitics of his Worſhip, and'\might very. well 
afford to let us have our fins into the bargain, is 1f Sa- 
crifice was better than Obedience, and the labour of the 
Lips was much tobe preferred before the true homage of 
the Heart : And that this is too. true, daily experience 
may convince us, for may.we not ſec {ome to day, in,the 
Church, complementing God into a belief, that they. are 
his Servants, when behold to morrow we [hall find them 
either the Devils ſlaves, or the Worlds drudges ?. May 
not we obſerve ſome to day very. deyout towards God, 
whom to morrow we ſhball find ready to devour. their 
neighbour? Bleſling God to, day, and curling men to 
morrow ? Praying to Chriſtnow;perbaps;with ſame fer- 
vency, and anon. with no-leſs vigour: belying and back» 
biting, or oppreſling their tellow:Chialtianf, Hearing a 
Sermon one hour, and the very,next reſolving!to;a&t, and 
do clear contrary to what; they, hear 2; And can wethink 
that God will accept of ſuch worſhippers as theſe ? That 
ſuch monſters made up of light ang. darknels, , {hall be as 
dear to him as his ChiJdeen, grghautuch aform.of god- 
lineſs will be as gratefyl,as thagomecr ot :1t?; if, we doe 
are rngey miltaken,.fax believent, ſuch things as thete 
are the higheſt provocatzong, +apd;af we in this Nation 
perſevere and continue. ia them y if. we take. a delight in 
playing the Hypocrites , and make Religion a cloak 
for 
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for the fouleſt abominations, it 1s but juſt for God to take 
from us that Religion which we ſo groſly abuſe, to lay o- 
pen our fallacies, and diſcover our ſecret wickedneſs, and 
make us appear by the dreadfulneſs of his judgments up- 
on us, to be what we really are, a deceitfu], impious and 
incorrigtble Generation. 

3. This, Iſay, God may and will doit we do not time- 
ly prevent it, but, God be thanked, there is yet a poſli- 
bility that this may be done, God, I hope, hath not paſt 
an irrevocable Sentence upon us, but we may yet reverſe 
It, if we pleaſe, our ſelves; now by what means and me- 
thods this may certainly beaccompliſhed 1s the third and 
laſt Head of Diſcourſe I am to ſpeak to. 

And here, though I might inſtance in divers things 
which would be very effectual tothis purpoſe, yet Iſhall 
contra themall to three, and leave them then to your 
ſerious conſideration. 

I. It will be very requiſite for you to ſct a due value 
and eſtimation upon that Church and Religion which 1s 
now eſtabliſhed. 

2. To humble your ſelves before God, and be ince(- 
ſant in your prayers and ſupplications to him. 

3. Tocaſtaway all thoſe fins and abominations, which, 
by reaſon of their heinouſneſs, cry to Heaven for venge- 
ance, and may jultly provoke God to plague us with ſuch 
a judgment. 

Firſt, Learn to ſet a true value and eſtimation upon 
that Church and Religion which is now eſtabliſhed a- 
mong(tus, for that will be one means for God to preſerve 
andto continue it to us. He thatduly weighs and conſiders 
with himſelf, not only the preſent way of worſhip which 
1s eſtabliſhed in our Church, but the purity of its Doctrine, 
and the excellency of its Inſtitutions, as he will find, that 
it is not poſlible for him, in any other Church of the 
World, to be a more honeſt man, a more dutiful Subject, 


and a better Chriſtian, than he may be in the F ——_ 
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and Communion of the Church of England ; fo ought he 
upon ſuch confiderations to have the greateſteſteem,and 
honour and kindneſs for this Church, which doth the beſt 
deſerve it. 

Now becauſe this regard and eſteem cannot be better 
expreſſed than by laying af1de all unjuſt and undue preju- 
dices again(t it, and by an unanimous embracing all its 
holy ſanctions, therefore mult theſe twothings be careful- 
ly obſerved by him. 

Firſt, It is very neceſſary, in order to the ſetling men 
1 a due regard and eſteem for our preſent Church, tolay 
a{ide all unjuſt prejudices againſt 1t : 1t was ever for the 
honour of the Church of Ergland, that her Principles 
and Dodctrines were always found true from error and 
falſity, that in matters of faith ſhe (till kept up to the Pri- 
mitive Rule, and never enjoyned any thing to be recet- 
vedas a truth, but what the word of God did (uthciently 
confirm, and the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity did 
allert and maintain to be ſo: and for what concerns all 
her outward Rites and Ceremonies, all her Government 
and Inſtitutions ; although ſome of her unnatural and diſ- 

obcdient Sons have, upon this account, beſpattered her 
reputation, and flung durt in her face, and have endea- 

voured to pollute her Garments, and ſubvert both her 
Order and Diſcipline, and like the Children of Edom in 

Pal. cxxxvii. the day of Jeruſalem, have cryed, Down with her, down 

| We J- with her 2uen to the ground; yet theſe have been ſo fully 
evinced to be only the effects of the deepeſt malice and 
envy, that we find the judicious Hookers aflertion, in his 
Pretace to his Becleſraftical Polity (till abundantly verifi- 
ed: That ſurely the preſent form of Church Govern- 
ment, which the Laws of this Land have eſtabliſhed, is 
{uch, as no Law of God, no Reaſon of man hath hitherto 
been alledg<d of force ſufficient to prove they doll, who 
to the uttermolt of their power withſtand the alteration 
thereof; and contrariwiſe, the other, which inſtead of 


it 
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it we are required to accept, is only by error and miſcon- 
ceit called the Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, no one proof as 
yet brought forth, whereby it may clearly appear to be fo 
in very deed, And if ſo, why ſhould any one be prejudi- 
ced againſt that Church, which doth not command any 
thing contrary tothe word of God, or which is not agree- 
able to the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity > Why 
ſhould any one be ſo unreaſonable to ſeparate from a 
Church, which 1s ſizpor mmmdi, the amazement of the 
world for Piety, Learning, and true Religion, only by 
reaſon of a few outward modes and Ceremonies, when 
nevertheleſs thoſe very Ceremonies contain nothing in 
them, which 1s any way inconfiſtent with the ſubſtantial 
parts of Religion, but are very uſcful and neceſſary to 
beautifie and adorn 1t? I ſay, who would any longer de- 
ſert this Church upon ſuch grounds as theſe are, eſpecial- 
ly when we conſider that ſuch prejudices as thele give the 
greateſt advantage to our common Enemy, the Pope, 
whilſt by our difference about trifles, he takes an oppor- 
tunity to open the gap wider, to foment our Diviſions, 
and increaſethe Schiſm,and come upon us unawares whilſt 
we are at variance among(t our ſelves, and ſo work the 
ruin and downfal of us all ? 

And then tell me, whether would the yoke of the 
Church of Eregland or of Rome be more intolerable? 
Which do you think would be more cafie to you, the 
bloody Court of Inquiſition, or the Confiſtory of our 
Biſhops? Which would be molt grateful, a few innocent 
Ceremonies in our Chutch, or the conſtant practice of 
ſuperſtition in theirs? Which would be moſt acceptable, 
a grave Liturgy of Prayers directed to God alone, in a 
Language which you all underſtand, as it is in ours, or 
an extravagant Form of Prayers to Saints and Angels,and 
in a Tongue too of which you are 1gnorant, as it 1s with 
them?in fine, whether, had you better adhere to a Church 


which is guilty of the greateſt cor:uptions, both in faith 
CE 2 and 
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and manners, as it is at this day evident in the Church of 


Rome, than ſubmit to a Church which 1s free from all 
ſuch things as it is at this day with the Church of Ex- 


gland? | 


And now if theſe things ſtrike a dread and terror into 
you, if the Popiſh Tyranny doth affect you with hor- 
rour, and you tremble to think of their cruelties and 
perſecutions towards thoſe who do not embrace their 
monſtrous Tenents and Doftrines, have a care you pro- 
vokenot God to deliver you up once more to their pow- 
er, and lcave you to be inflaved and tortured by the Ja- 
nizaries of Rome, for your uncharitable practices towards 
the Church of Ezeland, let not your unjuſt cavils and 
aſperſions, your prejudices and ill will you bear towards 
it enforce him to take it away from you, {ince you know 
not how to value the bleſling you enjoy by the eſtabliſh- 
mentof it, and leave you to be blinded with the ſpirit 
of Error and Idolatry ; but be at laſt perſwaded to open 
your eyes, and have but once adueregard to that Churh, 
whoſe Dodcttines are ſo ſound, whoſe Principles are fo 
firm, and whoſe integrity ſo unqueſtioned. 

And when once you have ſo far conſidered its worth 
and excellency, as to eſteem and value 1t as you ought 
to do, by laying aſide all your prejudices againl(t it, you 
will then quickly be perſwaded with one heart, and one 
mind, to embrace all thoſe ſanfions and inſtitutions which 
ſhe thinks fit to enjoyn you, which is the ſecond thing I 
{hall propoſe to you. 

Unity is the very Bond, and Cement of all Chriſtian 
Society, and 'tis impoſſible to make a rupture in that 
body which is tied, and kept cloſc together by this holy 
Ligature, and this our adverſaries know very well, and 
therefore though they endeavour unity as much as in 
them lics amongſtthemſclves,becauleit renders them very 
ſtrong and formidable, yet they have ſo far experienced 
the old Maxim, Divide &- Impera, that it hath been their 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs to cauſe their buſineſs to cauſe the greateſt divi- 
ſions, and ſeparation amongſt us, that ſo they may make 
a prey of us, and like the Kite 1n the Fable carry away the 
feeble combatants whilſt they are pecking at one another 
with bents and bulruſhes : and to this purpole it is, that 
they are creeping into all houſes, and transforming them- 
ſelves, like Proteus, into all ſhapes, hence it is that they 
counterfeit any manner of Sect, and cant in all tones, and 
adapt themſelves to all humours, and become all things 
to all men, though in another ſenſe that S. Paul did, even 
to ſeduce all. And now though we know this to be their 
project, and delign to ſubvert Church and State, and are 
ſenlible they canno way better doit than by widening the 
breach of ſeparation, yet are we ſo fooliſh to hearken (till 
to the bewitching charms of theſe Sirens, ti]l they draw us 
atJaſt intothe ſca of deſtruction? Hath not the wileſt man 
that ever lived told us that a Kingdom divided againſt it. 
ſelf cannot fland £ And did not the ancient Britains ex- Luke xi. 17. 
perience this truth in this Nation, whea by their mutual 
feuds and animoſities they fell a Sacrifice to their forcign 
enemies, for, dum pugnant ſinguli vincuntur univerſi * Nay 
have we not great reaſon to believe what ſome conlider- 
ing perſons have affirmed upon very probable conjectures, 
that if ever Popery came in amongſt us, it would moſt 
certainly creep in through the back door of Separation ? 
And yet for all we know, and are forewarned of this, 
ſhall we give the opportunity to theſe Phzliſtins to bind 
us, and take from us our {trength by cutting away the 
locks of Unity that would make us invincivle 2 Were 
you ever in more danger than at this time? Do you not E 
| ſee theſe mad Bulls of Baſhan ramping and roaring, and Pal. xxil. us, 
gnaſhing upon you with their teeth 2 Upon which ac. '7 
count there was never a more abſolute neceſlity to forget 
all animoſities, to lay aſide all unneceſſary cavils and 


ſcruples than now, and to join your forces together with 
one conſent, leſt the Romans ſhould come and take away Join x1. ;8., 
E. 2 both 
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both your place and Nation. Join therefore your hands 
and hearts together, and become as one people, for ſuch 
a blefied Union would fruſtrate all the deſigns and plots 
of our enemies, it would become a brazen wall of detence 
round about us, which they would never be able to 
undermine, or caſt down, it will put them quite out of 
heart, and daſh all their hopes, it would take away from 
them all advantages, and put thcm to their Jaſt ſhifts ; 
nay in fine, 'tis the only way to continue peace and 
happineſs to the Nation : for God who 1s the God of 
peace, of order and unity, would then begin to take a 
delight in us, and protect us under the ſhadow of his 
wings from all the outward violences and ſecret machina- 
tions of the ſons of Belial, and it we could once be per- 
ſwaded to arrive at ſo good, and holy a temper of mind, 
as with one heart,and one voice toglorifie God even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, this would ſo tar endear him to 
us as to enſure him on our {ides, and to gain his Patro- 
vage ; andthen let menor devils combine againſt us, and 
threaten our Church with ruine and defolation, He that 
(tteth in the Heavens would laugh them to ſcorn, the Lord 
would have them in deriſicn : and as he would deteat all 
the evil contrivances of our enemies againſt it, fo would 
he raiſe 1t to greater beauty and luſtre, and eſtabliſh it 
upon ſuch firm, durable and laſting foundations, that the 
gates of Hell ſhould never be able to prevail againſt it : 
Since then theſe would be the joyful effects of Unity, 
ſince this would make God to be our peculiar Guardian, 
and us to be his more eſpecial favourites, ſince this would 
be a means to ſecure us from all our enemies, and reduce 
us toa bliſsful, and a flouriſhing condition, if cither you 
defire to deſire to promote the common intereſt of your 
Religion, or your Brethrens welfare, or your Nations 
happineſs, let S. Paxls advice fink down in your hearts, 
and appear practicable in your lives ; I beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, by the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you all ſpeak 

the 
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the ſame things, and that there be no diviſions amongſt you, 
but that you be perfealy joined together in the ſame mind, 
and in the ſame judgment. 

2. Secondly, as united hearts, minds, and judgments 
would become one very inſtrumental means to divert 
Gods Judgments from us, ſo would our joint concurrence 
in humbling our ſelves by Prayer and Supplication be 
another excellent way to move God to commilerate our 
condition, and preſerve us from deſtruttion. When Jonah 
came with that ſevere meſſage to' Nimiveh, that in forty 
days God was reſolved to deſtroy it, both nature, and 
the preſent danger they were in ſuggeſted it to them to 
addreſs themſelves in all humility to the ſupreme Being, 
who had ſent his Prophet to denounce that Judgment 
againſt them, and both King and People, Man and Beaſt 
was covered with ſackcloth, and they lift up their voices 
with one accord, and cried mightily to God to deliver 
them from that evi], which he threarned againſt them, and 
we find that they met with ſucceſs ſuitable to the 1mpor- 
tunity and fervency of thetr prayers, for God repented him 


of the evil, which he ſaid he would do to that City, and did Jonah n.s, g. 


it not. 

O let us follow the ſame method at this day, let us 
humble our ſelves before Almighty God, and if there 
be ever a' Jacob amongſt us, any who can wreltle and 
prevail with God, let him forthwith ſet about ſoglorious 
a work, for never was there more need of ſuch preſſing 
interceſſions : Alaſs, when we ſee our enemies ready to 
devour us, when we find they are reſtleſs in their plots 
and conſpiracies againſt us, 'cis ſure high time for us to 
fall to our prayers, and be as reſtleſs in our ſupplications 
to God Almighty to diſappoint them : and indeed if we 
were but once really ſenſible of our danger, as it would 
melt the ſtrongeſt heart living, and make it bleed to con- 
ſider the mi{eries that would enſue from hence, fo would 
1t make us fly forthwith with the greateſt ſpecd to Gods 
Sanctuary, 
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Sanctuary, and there implore the Auxiliaries of Heaven 
to ſuccour and relieve us: and ſince we know not how 


long we may enjoy the bleſſed opportunity of treading in 

Gods Courts, and calling upon bis name, and deprecating 

bis judgments, as bleſſed be God, we do yet for the pre- 

ſent ; fince weare not ſure how ſoon we may be baniſhed 

from his Temples, be abridged of his worſhip, be depri- 

ved of his word, and made to wander to and fro from 

this place to that place, from this City to that City, to 

ſeek that word, which yet we ſhall not be able to find, 

why do not we make the beſt uſe of it whilſt me may 2? 

Why donot we a{lemble more unanimouſly together, and 

with whole Volleys of Prayers ſtorm the gates of Heaven, 

and enforce God to ſtand up for us, and to become our 
defenceand refuge ? If your Houſes were like to periſh 

in a general Conflagration, would you not all run to 

uench the fire with the greateſt celerity? And when the 

whole Kingdom is ready to be put into a flame by a com- 

pany of turbulant Popiſh Incendiaries, will not you be 

as ready to uſe all poſſible means to obſtruct and allay it? 

Now (ince nothing can be moreetftectual to this purpoſe 

than Prayer, why are we ſo backwardin the performance 

of this Holy Duty 2 What is the reaſon our petitioners 

are ſo few, and the Houſe of Prayer ſo empty and unfre- 

quented? Alas, Can we think that God will do what 

we would have him, though we ſay nothing at all to 

him, or that a ſhort, (light, {leepy-hearted addreſs now 

and then, when we pleaſe, will ſerve the turn ? Can we 

hope to bind Gods hands with withs and ſtraws, to arreſt 

his vengeance with weak and feeble Aſlaults? What our 

Saviour faid in another caſe, that this kind, ſpeaking of 

The Arch-Bi- ſuch Devils as had got poſleſhion of mens bodies, goeth 
Hort not out but by Prayer and Faſting ; may be ſaid of the 
lateScrmon Jeſuits, the Devils of Sedition and Fattion, of Treaſon 
_— the and Rebellion, thoſe Familiars of Rome, and Rhemes, and 
Lords. St, Omers, as they are juſtly (tiled by the greateſt Prelate 
in 
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in this Nation, which have ſo long poſſeſſed and agitated 
a wretched part of this Kingdom, they are not to be 
quelled eafily or driven out from hence, but by the moſt 
ſerious humiliation, and by the moſt fervent prayers and 
ſupplications of holy Votaries : then let our hands never 
wax heavy, but be always held up like Moſes, in a devout 
1mportunity 3 let us confider,and lay to heart what great 
need we have now more than ever, to be conſtant at 
Church, and devout at our prayers, and from thence be 
erſwaded with one accord to perform this ſo acceptable 
a duty, letus lift up our hearts and voice in ſome ſuch 
petition as that of Holy David, O, deliver not the ſoul Phi. Ixxiv. 
of thy turtle dove to the multitude of the wicked, forget not * 
the congregation of the poor fur ever. Ariſe, O God, plead 
thine own cauſe, remember how the fooliſh man blaſphemeth 
thee daily. Forget not the voice of thine enemies, the tu- 
mult of thoſe that riſe np againſt thee increaſeth continu- 
ally. 
Th Now if to ſuch ardent Petitions as theſe we add in 
the laſt place a true and ſerious Reformation of what is 
amiſs amongſt us, then will God be intreated for the 
Land, and become gracious unto us: but indeed withour 
this there is very little hopes of it; for can we think that 
when continual provocations are offered to him, he will 
{till connive at them, and bear with them ? Can we 1ma- 
ine that whenthe blaſphemies of the profane, the ſen- 
faalicies of the voluptuous, and the mockeries of the 
Hypocrite ſend up daily challenges to Heaven, this will 
not at laſt overcome Gods patience and long-ſuftering, 
awake him to vindicate the honour of his rame, and nor 
ſufferit any longer to be thus proſtitated and polluted ? 
Will the deepeſt (ighs, or the loudeſt clamours to Heaven 
be able to drown our impieties, or the moſt - > crea vy 
Petitions make an atonement for our tranſgreſtions ? no, 
the wiſe man hath told us, That the prayer of the wicked ie p,,,, ,, « ' 


an abontination ts the Lord, and it was the blinds mans 
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Divinity wi the Goſpel, Now we kr-ow that (29d heareth not 


ſmners; and therefore it was well oblerved by St. Cyri, 
that it wasvcry abſurd, for thole who'come by Prayer to 
obtain mercy, to provoke the Divine Law-giver another 
way by not doing what he commands. The only way to 
have all our ſupplications anſwered by God with a graci- 
ous return, is to make our lives the tranſcripts of our 
Prayers, not only to pray againſt fin, but to endeavour 
to relinquiſk thoſe (ins we pray againſt, not only to beg 
of God that he would enable us to: pertorm his Holy 
Laws, but actually to ſet . our. {elves about the perfor- 
mance of that which we crave of him : and unleſs we do 
thus, aur Prayers are but the labour of the Lungs, which, 
like. bellows, make the fire of Gods anger burn fiercer, 
but do not blow. it ont :\ therefore, ſaith God tothe Jews, 
When you ſpread forth your hands, I will bide my face from 
you; When you make many Prayers I will not hear, and 
what was the reaſon of this? the following words tell 
YOu, your bands are firli of bloed : As it God had ſaid, 
you come and worthip in my; Temple, and offer up the 
Sacrifice of Prayer to me, but you keep your old fins, 
and ſtick cloſe to your former tran{greſtions, and this 
makes me hateand abominate all your ſervice ; but then, 
as he reproves them ſeverely for ſuch Hypocriſie, fo in 
the next place he preſcribes them a way to regain his fa- 
vour. Waſh you make you clean, put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to evil, learn to do well, 
ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judg the fatherleſs, plead 
for the widow, Come now, and let us reaſon together, 
though your (ins be as ſcarlet they (ball be white as ſnow, 
though they be red ascrim(ſon, they ſhall be as woo!l. IF 
ye be willing and obedieat, ye ſhall eat the good of the 
Land, but if ye refule and rebel, ye ſhall be deſtroyed 
by tae {word : The fameadvice is given them by Feremi- 


Jepem. xvii. 4. 4b, Iruſt ye ot in lying words, ſaying, the Temple of whe 


Lord, tie Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are 
theſe . 
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theſe. For if ye throughly amend your ways and yoar do- 
ings ; if ye thoronehly execute juclement between a man and 
his neighbour if ye oppreſs not the ſtranger, the fatherleſs 
and the widow, and ſhed not innocent blood in this place, 
neither walk after other Gods to your hurt ; then will I 
cauſe you to awell in this place in the Land that I gave to your 
fathers for ever and ever. 

So that you ſce upon what terms 'tis God ſuſpends his 
judgments, 'tis upon repentance and amendment , and 
therefore we find inthe inſtance I gave you before of N;- 
neveh, that when they there did turn away every one 
from his evil way, and from the violence that was in their 
hands, God had mercy on them, and deltroyed them not; 
by which we may find what we of this Nation are now 
to hope and truſt to; for the reſult ofall in this, if we per- 
{lt in our diſobedience and impenitency, in our contempt 
of God and Religion, in rnd and Hypocriſie, 
ſuchthings will moſt certainly make us ripe tor Gods ven- 
geance, but if we reclaim our evil ways, and reform 
what is amiſs; if we worſhip God more devoutly, and 
pray unto him ſincerely, and repent unfeignedly, then 
will God preſerve us ſtill from our enemies, all the Je- 
ſuits and Emiſlaries of Rome ſhall never be able to do us 
any prejudice, but our Church ſhall (till louriſh, and our 
Kingdom ſhall enjoy greater meaſures of happineſs, and 
we ſhall all fit under our Vines and our Figg-trees to cat 
the fruit of our labour 1n peace and tranquillity. 

I will conclude all therefore with the Prophet Zephani- 
ab's advice, and let us all endeavour to treaſure it up carc- 
fully in our hearts: Gather your ſelves together, before the zeph. ii. 1, 2, 
decree bring forth, before the day paſs as the chaff, before the * 3- 
fierce anger of the Lord come upon you : Seek ye the Lord, all 
the meek of the earth, which have wronght his judgment, ſcek. 
righteouſneſs, ſeek, meekneſs : it may be you ſhall be hid in 
the day of the Lords anzer, 
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Weeping and Mourning. 
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[SAlAH xXXIJ. 12,13, 14- 


And in that day did the Lord God of Hoſts call to weep- 
ing, and to monrning, and to baldneſs, and to girding 
with ſackcloth. 

And behold, joy and gladneſs, [ing Oxen, and killing 
Sheep, eating Fleſh, and drinking Wine : let us. eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we ſhall die. 

And it was revealed -in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, 
Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till 
«ie, ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts. . 


I: is not long ſince we kept a Day. of Humiliation: 


to. implore Gods Mercy, and deprecate his Judg- 
ment, which ſeemed to hang over our heads, by a, 
bloody Plot contrived by Papiſts, to murder our. 
King, to ſubvert our Religion, and: en(lave our:Kigg- 
dom by reducing it again under the Romuſh Yoke, a Yoke: 


which neithcr we nor our Forefathers. were able to be 
An 
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And he that conſiders with himſelf how ready and 
ative the Devil is, who was ay mzmyO« 4 murderer 
John vii. 44. $09 the beginning, Itull to inſtigate and ſpur forward his 
Agents, toſet Kingdoms mm flames, and makethe Streets 
ſwim with the Blood of good and holy Chriſtians ; how 
willingly the Jeſuits, who be his chiefelt Factors, do obey 
ſuch diabolical moticns, under what unhappy circum- 
ſtances we: of this Natien are for the preſent by'reafpn 
of out #iahifald and portht enemies abroad, our private 
teuds atd diviſions at home, and above all our open da- 
ring and notorious fins and abominations, which jultly 
call aloud to heaven for vengeance upon us, will certain- 
ly be perſwaded that a ſecond day of Humihation is no 
leſs necellary than the former, which it ts mnch to be 
feared was not obſerved with thoſe hearty reſentments of 
indignation againſt bur fins, ' with thoſe ſincere teſtimo- 
nies of outward and inward contrition, and with thoſe 
cordial reſolutions of future reformation and amendment, 
whack the grievouſneſs of the Judgment, and the great- 
neſs of the danger impendent over us did juftly require at 
all our bands. OT 

And now that the drowſy may be awakened, the 1gno- 
rant inftracted, the negligent excited, the improvident 
torewarned, and all of us deeply affeted with 2a truc 
ſenfe. of our condition, and by atimely repentance. pre- 
vent thoſe caJamitics which threaten the extirpatian of 
the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Polity amongſt us, 1 have 
made choice of theſe words of the Prophet, wherein 
God ſeems now to give us as ſeaſonable a call, as 
he did then to the Fews: And in that day did the Lord 
God of Hoſts call to weeping, and to monrning, &c. Frowh 
which -words there are three thimgs will fall under ot 
confideration. © | 

-r. The unfpeakable Mercy and Kindneſs of God tothe 
Jews, in caflmg them to a ſolemn 2nd ferious humiliation; 
Ver. 12. In that day did the Lord God of Hofts call to 


weeping, 
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weeping, and to mozraing, and to baldue(c, and vo girding 
with ſackcloth. 

2. The horrible Ingratitude of the Jews, who inſtead 
of humbling themfelves before God, went on in their 
former habituated courſes of voluptuouſneſs, and ſenta- 
ality : For behold ver. 13. joy and gladvneſs, &c. 

3. The aſtomſhing Reſolution of God upon their not 
hearkning to, and obeying that gracious call, viz. to root 
them out and deſtroy them : Ver. 14. Surely your iniquity 
ſhall not be purged from you till zou die, ſaith the Lord of 
Hofts. 

[. I begin with the firſt of theſe, the unſpeakable mercy 
and kindnels of God to the Jews, in calling them to a ſo- 
lemn: and ſerious Humiliation : 1 that day did the Lord 
of Hoſts call to weeping, and to mourning, &c. Whether 
this call was by his Prophet threatning them with ſome 
ſevere Judgment for their perſeverance in iniquity, or 
whether by ſome ſmart Judgment which God thought fit 
to lay upon them, he endeavoured to reglaim them from 
the evil of their ways, and bring them to a ſight and 
ſenſe of their follies before their final extirpation, 'tis 
certain that either or both of theſe calls were very ex- 
preſiive of his loving kindneſs towards them. 

1. For firſt, it argues the great Care and concernment 
God had (ſtill for their Nation, how follicitous he was to 
preſerve, and to continue It, to protect and to defend it, 
to make them ſtill a glorious and a flouriſhing people, 
happy in themſelves, and a terror to their enemies. 

2. Andlecondly, it was an argument of his Patience 
and forbearance, 1n ſparing and reprieving them from 
puniſhment when they molt deſcrved ir. 

3. And thirdly, it was an incentive to their Duty, a 
memorandum to put them in mind, what courſe they 
ſhould take under ſuch gracious methods, namely to fall 
to weeping, and to monrnine, and to baldneſs, and to cirdine 
with ſackcloth ;, that is, by ſuch outward lagubrious g'< 

{turcs - 
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ſtures of body, as well as an inward anguiſh and vexation 


of ſpirit, to declare their ſincere hatred of all fin, and 


' reſolution of amendment. | 
So that from hence here will be three things to be 


infiſted upon. | 

1. The Providence of God in taking care. of King- 
doms and Communities of Mankind, he ſuffers not things 
to go at random in them, but he diſpoſeth of them as 
he thinks fit, and when there is a neceſlity he calls to 
them. 

2. His Patience and forbearance, he doth not puniſh 
without giving them notice, he calls them firſt, and then 
he (trikes. 

3. The End of all his gracious calls, 'tis to work in 
them a thorough humiliation for their tranſgreſſions. 

1. Firſt, I ſhall confider the Providence of God in ta- 
king care of Kingdoms, and Communities of Mankind, 
where all things do not happen by chance, but the divine 
diſpoſal of God Almighty, who calls to them, and exerts 
his power among(t them when there is occaſion for” it. 
It was a fond and ſtrange opinion of the Epicureans of 
old, that God was ſo taken up with the contemplation 
of his own excellencies and perfections, that he would not 
{o-much as vouchſafe to.caſt one glance down upon theſe 
Sublunary Regions ; that it was below the Majeſty of 
Heaven to be concerned in the pitiful atiairs of poor 
earthly miſcreants, and to be angry at their follies, or 
ſeem to applaud their aRions, was irreconcileable with 
the Divine Happineſs, which was unmixed and pure, 
free from any thing that might diſturb or diſquier it : a 
fancy no doubt which Lucian gathered from their Schools, 
(in which he was no ſmall proficient, as a learned and 

Archdeacon worthy perſon tells us) for he brings in old Japetws and 
- Canmw) Saturn tipling Nedar together, and ſpending their time 
De Dee & Pro- IN telling old ſtories, Saturn confeſling that he was gouty, 
wdeiz., which gave occaſion to the Poets to write,that he was fer- 

tered 
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tered by Jupiter, to whomras beingthe younger, and more 
active, he-reſigned the: thunder;.and-the-Kingdom, not 
troubling himſelf with hearing mens prayers; and pupiſh- 
ing their offences, that being a troubleſome and irkſome 
piece of ſervice. But if God: Almighty be thus confined 
to Heaven, and his Providence doth not. expand' it ſelf 
over all the-Univerſe, what account can be given of the 
eſtabliſhment of one Kingdonrupon the ruines of another; 
that one Nation, -whoeſe.'Senators are wiſc-and politick, - « - : 
whoſe: Armies are ftrong and-numetoug;:. whoſe People - 
are warlike and couragious, ſhould fall-a-prey to ano- 
ther, which is far inferiour to them, either in wiſdom or 
conduR, in ſtrength or policy 2 How can this poſlibly be 
ſolved. but by admitting that.it is God who weakens and 
infatuatesthe.one, and ſtrengthens, and gives affiſtance to 
the other, and by that means declares himſelf to be the 
Perſon alone that ſetteth up one Kingdom, and plucketh 
down another, as it ſhall ſeem good to him in his wiſdom 
and juſtice. Look we but abroad into the revolution of 
ſome of :the-grand Empires and Kingdoms of the world, 
and we ſhall fm&'this: truth-abundantly verified. Tell 
me, 'what could make Cyrws the: Perſian {o puitlant and 
victorions:over the fierce Nations'of the:Eaft, but that 
God who: raiſed him up, :and called. by kis-name lon 
before:he was born, was an-aſfiftant'to'him, and naSara, 
bim-with ſucceſs by leading hinvitto -Babylorn, when that 
City was molt ſecure, full of wine and jollity, at an anni- 
verlary fealt,by a way they little dreamed-of ? And what 
could entitlethe Macedonian Prince Alexender to lo great 
Victories: over the Perſians, but that Godrinfatuated their 
Countcls, -and.gave him ſuch advantayes, , which it. he 
made butmlſe-of,. he could: not! failiof ſucceſs ? . It might 
ſeem ſtrange to ſome, that the cowardly Goths, and bar- 
barous Vandals, and deſpicable Hxnns, thould make ſuch 
devaſtations in .the -Rowan Empire, which had been a 
terrour to the greateſt part of the World, and that in 
| G fifty 
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ears time more of it ſhould be lolt and deſtroyed, 
than had been conquered ih a thouſand ;. but when again 
'tis conſidered that the hand/ of God was in this deſola- 
tion, and that ſomething which was divine over-ruling 
all the Counſels and. Stratagems of the. gravelt Roman 
Senators, made that Nation at laſt improfperous un all 
their enterprizes, we may jultly ceaſe our wondering, 
and conclude with Solomon, that the race is not always to 
the ſwift, nor battel to the ſtrong, but that God ordereth 
and diſpoſeth all things|\as ſeems moſt expedient to his 
infinite wiſdom. 
But to come nearer to the Text, how often did og 
with a handful of men, work miracles againſt their {tron- 
ſt enemies? How many Cities did they deftroy 2 How 
many Fortreſſes did they demoliſh? What Armies did 
they put to flight, and how many Nations did they ſub- 
due, and that many times by fuch unlikely means, by ſuch 
weak forces, and under ſuch unhappy circumſtances, that 
nothing can be plainer, thatif ſo be God had not preſided 
m their Councils, inſpirited them with courage, removed 
all difficulties, and fought their battels, it had been im- 
poſlible for them to have effeftcd ſuch wonderful ex- 
ploits : but now although he had taken fo great care of 
them, had ſubdued all the Nations under them, and gi- 
venthem the Land of the Heathen tor an inheritance, yet 
to ſhew them likewiſe that he had ſtill the ſame power to 
diſpoſe of them and their Kingdom to other people, as 
he had done of other Kingdoms to them; he calls to - 
them to learn ſo much duty from his care and his provi- 
dence over them, as to humble themſelves under his Al- 
mighty hand, leſt -he ſhould make them as great a prey 
to their Enemies as their Enemies had been to them ; for 
as it was not for the righteouſneſs or the uprightneſs of 
their hearts, that God gave pofſefſion of the Land of Ca- 
aan to Iſrael, but forthe wickedneſs of thoſe Nations 
did the Lord driye them out from before them, ſo _ 
C. 
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he deal with them, and by the ſame Arm of providence 
deſtroy them before the face of the Heathen, if they did 
not forſgke the evil of thejr ways, and become obedient 
unto the voice of the Lord their Gad. 

You fee then how far the Providence of God is plea- 
ſed to inrereſt, and concern it ſelf with Societies of man- 
kind ; as there is no Nation, which is out of its reach, ſo 
there 1s none but hath felt the effeCts of its influence, and 
if we will but take the pains to trace it in thoſe footſteps 
which are viſible jn this our Kingdom, we hall find 
ſuch eyident marks, and notices of it amongſt us, as will 
juſtly call us to a ſerious humiliation for the further con- 
tinuance of ſuch mercies towards us: that for theſe man 
years now together we of England have enjoyed a blef- 
ſed and a glorious peace in our Nation, whilſt all Exrope 
beſide hath ſwom in ſtreams of blood; that we ſhould all 
be exempted from the miſery of War, whilſt our Neigh- 
bours round about us have been continually ſpoiled and 
haraſſed by the rapine and cruelty of the infolent Soldie- 
ry, that the black Clouds, and frightful Hurricanes, which 
the Jeſuits have conjured up, ſhould not fall down in 
ſhowers of blood and' vengeance upon our heads; that 
all the bold Popiſh Confederates, who, like St. Paxl's 
Aſſaſſinates, had bound themſelves nnderthe moſtfolemn 
vows and obligations, that vo doh murder our Sove- 
reign, maſlacre his Subjects, ſubvert our Church, and un- 
dermineour State, ſhould as yet be diſappointed and de- 
feated in their machinations; to what can we juſtly a- 
ſcribe all this, but to the gracious ProteRion and Provi- 
dence of God Almighty? Indeed, did not he ſpread his 
ſhady wings over us, and prote& us, we ſhould ſoon fall 
under theſe Popiſh Cormorants clutches, ſo ſecret are 
their PJots, fo cunning their Contrivances, ſopolitick 
their Agents, and ſo numerous and reſolute are they all 
their enterprizes: and could their ſtratagems prevail, and. 


ei devices take effet, how joyful would they be at 
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ſuch an accompliſhment of their deſigns! What Jubilees 
would be kept,could they but gain this Kingdom, or could 
they but once ſeize upon the Vineyards of our Naboths, 
how willingly would they feaſt and glut themſelves with 
their 466K | into the bargain! but, God be thanked, that 
we are as yet out of, their power, that weare ſtill under 
the arms of Gods gracious Providence, that God is plea- 
ſed to call us to humiliation, that ſo he may continue his 
prote@ion.over us, that he is pleaſed to give us notice 
-upon- what terms we way expe his further patronage, 
upon what conditions he will be a Patriot to our Coun- 
trey, a Guardian to our Church, a refuge to us all inour 
greateſt dangers: and , extremities:..and this 1s the firſt 
EE IT Gods Call, the great care and con- 
cernment he hath for communities of mapkind , by cal- 
ling them to repentance, that ſo they may become fit ſub- 
jects for his Patronage and Protection. 

2. A ſecond thing obſervable from Gods Call is his Pa- 
tienceand Forbearance in calling to.men before heſtrike : 
though their provocations are high, their wickedneſs ve- 
ry hainous, and their fins ripe for vengeance, yet he fre- 
quently defcrs puniſhment, and gives them timely notice 
to prevent it by repentance. In the Patriarchal Age be- 
fore the Flood, though wickedneſs was grown rampant, 
and the manners of men very corrupt and vitious, God 
did not preſently. paur down the vials af his wrath, 
but upbraid them firſt for their crimes by Exoch, who was 
an eminent Prophet, inthoſe days (a fragment of whoſe 
Prophefic is ſtil] extant. in St. Fades _ and only 
threaten them with vengeance upon their perſeverance in 
impeniteney. Afterwatds:when the world grew worſe and 
worſe, and wickedneſs appeared with a brazen forehead, 
and violence had covered the face of the earth, when 
the promiſcuous mixtures of the Children of Seth and 
Cain had produced Giants and mighty men, men ſtrong 
to.do.evil, and who had as much will as power, uBery 

maids, 
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.auidts, as Joſephws,calls:themy a.race of men infolent and 
ard were. nr njurious, and who bearing 
'up themſelves in the confidence of their own hde- 
ſpiſed all [juſtice and-equity, and made every. thingguc- 
kle under their extravagantluſtsand appetites, a'chataGer 
which Lxcian gives the.men:of this Age, ſpeaking of the 
time of: Dexcalion. (their Noah) and the flpod, for faith 
.he Ber KapTev £0 TES a0ipure, ipya; bmp gomr, 8c. | they be- 

ing mencxccedingly contumehous were guilty.of the moſt 
enormous and unrighteous--attions,. violating all oaths 

and. covenants, throwing: aft kindneſs-and hoſpitality, 
.and. rejecting .all ſuppticayons and -addreſſes made to 

them : I ſay, when mankind was grown to ſaprodigious 

a_ height of impiety;-and'this infection had ſpread it ſelf 

over all parts, and was become f{o-epidemical , that all 

fleſh had corrupted their ways, and ſcarce any but Noah 

left to keep up the face of a Church, and the profeſſion 

of Religion : things being come to thisgaſs quickly a- 

larum'd the Divine Juſtice, and made the world ripe for 
vengeance the patience of God was now tired out, and 

he reſolved to make mankind feel the juſt effects of his 
incenſed ſeverity : but yet in the” mid(t of judgment he 
remembred mercy, for he telis them, although he. would 

not ſuffer his patience to be eternally proſtituted: to the 

wanton humours of vnreaſonable and wicked men, and 
although his ſpirit would not always ſtrive with them, di- 
ſceptebit, as ſome Divines render it, diſpute, and. reaſon Gen. vi, z. 
with them, yet that he, would bear with them-120 | 
years longer, 1n order to their Reformation; ſo loth is 

God to take an advantage of the fins of men, not willing 

that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come unto re- 
pentance. Well, thus it was in the Aztideluvian Age; 

and whenthe world was repleniſhed with new inhabt- 

tants, who tempted and provoked the molt high God 

afreſh, by ſuch fins and abominations as were of thedeer 

peſt dye, yet God did not. prong open the an 
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and their ruine, and deeree their 
ion,” but ſtitl endeavoured to reclaim them by 
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ſeaſongbleprecautiens, and deferred his puniſhmene, and 
at feetate mncndegare: and to inſtance in 


Tad, who was a people as ſignal for their perverfenc 
and rebellion as for the con 7: ain os received 
from the Almighty, under the Parable of the Vineyard, 
God is pleaſedto give a clear demonſtration of thetender 
care, and regard he had ftifl for them notwkhftanding 
prevocations againſt him, for he made 
this Vineyard upon a very frunttul Hill, axd he fenced it, 
and gathered ont the ftones thereof, and planted it with the 
choiceſt viyes ; nay, he digged it, and dunged it, pruned 
it, and watered it, uſed aff the art of cukivation, that 
might cauſe-it to be fruitful, hoping and looking ſti} for 
fome produttions proportionable to his care and indu- 
ſtry concerning #5 nay, and wheni(ull, year after year, 
diſappointed his expeRations, and brought forth wild 
Grapes inſtead of Grapes, he was loth to withdraw his 
kindneſs from it, but continued to drefsand to manureit, 
and ſuffered it, hke the Figg-tree in the Goſpe), (an Em- 
blem ftill of the ſamePeople) further totreſpaſs upon his 
patience, and would not taieoy it illthere was no hopes 
of 1ts improvemery. 

Andto apply this to our ſelves : Hath not God plan- 
ted- as choice a Vineyard in this Nation, and evidenced 
his Providence and his loving kindneſs towards it by cul- 
tiating and preſerving it for-many years together in as 
ample a manner, as he did that amongſt the Jews? Hath 
any Church of the world received greater notices of his 
favour,more peculiar marks of his affection,or more (1gnal 
teſtimonies of his care on it, than the Church of Exeland, 
of which we profeſs our ſelves tobe members? Hath not 
the Divine Omnipotency interpoſed it ſelf many times 
miraculouſly for its deliverance, and have we not been 
as fire-brands pluck'd out of the fire, reſcued from the 


moſt . 


death, and the pit of d I@ 
the crafty Foxes of Gexeza endeavauredto inde 
us, and the wild Boars of Rome to' root ng up; and'de- 
vour us3 and yet ——— all their ſecret Cabals, 
their (lie infinuations, and politick projetions, have been 
difappointed of their hopes, and fruſtratec}-in their expe- 
Qations? As nothing could be more cruelly contrived, 
than the preſent Popt{h Plot, fo nothing could be more 
ſecretly managed, for as 1f the Devil and the Jeſuits had 
laid their heads together, and joyned in a league to ruin 
and difpatch us, nothing could ſeem more to favour their 
barbarous enterprize : they had ſtrengthened themſelves 
againſt us with Foreign intereſts abroad, they had drawn 
into the confederacy many of their friendsat home, a ge- 
neral Maſſacre was reſolved upon, and moſt of us to be 
entombed in the ruins of our Kingdom, whilſt they e- 
rected triumphant Trophies upon the piles of our mur- 
dered and mangled Carkaſfles - but behold, when they 
thought themſelves moſt ſure, when they were pleafing 
themſelves with the thoughts of a proſperaus ſucceſs in 
their deſigns, the Lord in mercy looked upon us by dif- 
covering their wicked intentions, by defeating their cur- 
ſed projets, and bringing to light their miſchievous pra- 
ices and machinations againſt us; and thaughin juſtice, 
by reaſonof our manifold offences againſt him, he might 
have ſuffered us to be taken by their wilynefs, to be en- 
ſnared by their devices, and fall a prey to theſe malitious 


and blood- thirſty Boutefeus, yet he hath reprieved us - 


for ſome longer time from their tyranny and cruel deal- 

ings, and is reſolved to try what effeRs this his gracious 

and merciful providence will have upon us, . hoping ſtill 

that this his patience and forbearance will lead us to re- 
nce. 


3. Which brings meto the third Conſideration-I pro»: 


poſed fromthe Text,the end of all Gods callings to man- - 
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Chap. xviit. 
7, 8. 


; Jonah iii. 3. 


Jation for their. trariſgrel y” 
God of Hoſt call to weeping'and totwonrning, and to baldneſs, 
_ and 'to girding 'with"Sacktloth': now although:theſe put 
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kind, "tis to work in'theip' a thorough and fincere humj- 


ſgreſſfions:; : [that day did the' Lord 


together are but the exteriour ſuperficies'of repentance, 
yet they are very good figns and ſymptoms of the reality 
of its performance, and neceflary in order to its accep- 
tance with God 999 0 a weeping eye and a blubber- 
ed cheek; a mournful heart and an afttiicted ſpirit, a mor- 
tified body and a penitent ſoul, (.which I confeſs muſt 


be indiſpenſably- ſuperadded to all the _ muſt needs 
become Sacrifices acceptable to' God, and will at any time, 
no doubt, be very available 'to avert all preſent danger, 
to prevent all future-puniſhment,” or at: leaſt'to ſecure 
ſuch ſafety and deliverance as maybe moſt-neceſlary,and 
expedient in the diſmal times of calamity; ** . | 
1. Such humiliation 1s very neceſſary toiavertallpre- 
ſent danger - though the hand of vengeance be-lifred up, 
this can hmder the ſtroke; though the ſword of jaſtice be 
drawn, this can hold it back, though the decree be iſſued 
fortb,this may prevent the execution; for ſo ſaithFeremi- 
ah, At what inſtant I ſpeak concerning a nation and concerning 
a kingdom to pluck up,and to pull down,and to deſtroy it : If 
that nation tgainſt whom I have pronounced,turn from their e- 
vil, then I will repent of the evil that Ithonght to do unto them. 
I cannot giveyou a better inſtance thanin that of Nizeveh, - 
God ſends his Prophet to them to-aſlure'them, that they 
had but forty days ſpace allowed them either to repent in, 
or to be deſtroyed : upon this they- being immediately 
ſtruck with the guilt of their own fins, and the terror of 
this judgment ſet aparta ſolemn day, without any further 
delays, for faſting and humiliation, for they put on Sack- 
cloth from the leaſt to the greateſt, and-cauſed:-their very 
beaſts to faſt as well as themſelves, that fo, as St. Gregory 
obſerves, thebleating of the Sheep, and- lowing of 'the 
Carte), with ſuch other doleful notes' might move the 
EE hearts 
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hearts of men ſtill to further ſadneſs, which is a great pre. 
parative to repentance: and how did they ſpeed upon 
this? What ſucceſs did their contrition and humiliation 

meet with, even with the greateſt their hearts could wifh 

or deſire, for God altered his purpoſes forthwith con- 
cerning this people; the Text ſaith, Hereperted of the evil yerr, g. 
he ſaid he would dounto them, and did it not. 

We areall alarum'd at the news of great dangers which 
hang over our heads, and who is ſo obdurate and inſen- 
ſate amongſt us, as not to be affe&ed with the horror of 
them? I am apt to think that the yoke of Kome is as 
dreadful to us as ever that of Egypt was tothe people 
of Iſrael, nor did they more tremble at the name of the 
Egyptian Task-maſters, than we do when we hear of 
the leagues and frauds, the treacheries and conſpira- 
cies, the {editions and 1nſurrections, the butcheries and 
maſlacres of the Popiſh Emiſlaries : but will our fears 
prevent our dangers, or our jealouſtes become a bar 
to our miſeries? Willa bare antipathy againſt them keep 
us out of their reach, or a few weak ſighe, or inſignificant 
groans, blow away thoſe ſtorms that threaten both Church 
and State with inevitable deſtruction ? No, the only cer- 
tain way to be eaſed of our cares, and have our fears a- 
bated, is to gain God on our (1des by a timely humiliation, 
and then weneed not fear what the malice of man can do 
unto us: indeed weare too apt to rely upon a weak arm 
of fle{h, to confide in the ſtrength and the policy, m the 
counſel] and advice, in the conſultation and reſolutions of 
thoſe who preſide over us; thus we feed our ſelves with 
fancies, that if our Senators be but quick and ſagacious 
1m making a thorough-diſcovery of theſe wicked 4ncen- 
diaries, if our Magittrates be but ſpeedy in the execution 
of the Laws againſt them, if theſe Traitors be but broughe 
tocondign puniſhment forthe prefent, and ſevere Laws 
be enacted for the ſecurity of the King, and the preſer- 


vation of the State for future Generations, all things yet 
H will 
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willpo well,, and/we may hope ſtill for glorious days of 
peace and tranquillity : but then we do not conſider, that 
when thoſe are diſpatched we have Traitors ſtill amongſt 
v3 at our own hotnes; within our own brea(lts, I mean our 
Sins, which, ifnot executed likewiſe with no leis tigous 
and ſeverity, will open ſtill a door, and let in others trom 
abroad no leſs dreadful and peſtilential than thoſe are, 
when we think our ſelves moſt ſecure and out of danger. 
It was a ſmart ah{wer which an Erg/iſþ Commander gave 
a French Captain im Normendy, who asking him, when he 
thought their Forces, which wete called back for England, 
by King Hewrythe ſixth, would return into thoſe parts a» 
gain;replyed, When their ſins called for them. Yea, tis they 
which are the inlets to all the evil in the world, 'tis they 
make a gap, open the avenues for our Enenyes to come 
upon us armed, and never believe the Seminaries of Rowe 
will deſert'this Nation, till by unfeigned repentance .-we 
have obſtructed their paſſage, and God, by reaſon of that 
ſhall think fit notto ſuffer themany longer to torment,and 
perſecute us : Hamble then you ſelves nnder the mighty 
hand of God, tis the beſt way to avert preſent danger. 
2, Tis asexpedient.likewi(e to prevent all. future pu+ 
niſhment 3 Repentance is not only an antidote againſt 
preſent evils, but a molt certain detenfative againſt all fu- 
ture calamities: weare very ready'to believe, that if this 
Plot could be bur thoroughly lifted; if the bottom of 
it. could be dived into, the chief Abettors of it diſcover- 
ed, the Confederates laid open,. the Affociates brought 
Fo. light, 'the whole Popiſh Faction would be o batted 
and diſappointed, and their motion for:the future watch- 
ed with ſuch vigilancy, and caution, that they could ne- 
ver bþeabletodo us any more prejudice : But put the caſe 
this were ttue,. ſuppoſe-we cauld obviate all-their de- 
ligns,: countermine all their Plots, be ptivy to all their 
Cabals, and receive weekly Bills of Intelligence from all 
their Conſults in Spain, Hah, France os Flanders; ſup. 
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poſe they ſhould ſtill be ſo infatuated in their Counſels, 
divided in their intereſts, and fo weakened by their ill 
ſucceſs, as nothmg could come ro any maturity which they 
projedted againſt us; yet can we be ſo fooliſh to imagin 
that God hath no other workmen to make him Darts and 
Arrows than Papiſts, or no other executioners of his ven- 
geance bur Jeſuits? Alas, if our offences require it, there 
are inſtruments enough befide to ſerve God in his purpo- 
ſes, he can raiſe up wicked Agents within our own King- 
dom to ruin and deſtroy us; he can, if he pleaſe, make a 
Synedrial Claflisof Gerepa become asfatal tous asa Con- 
clave at Romre,and permit a trumpet of Sedition in order to 
our downfall to be blown as loud out of a Fanatick Con- 
venticle, as a Jeſyits Cloyſter : he can crumbleusinto Fa- 
tions and Diviſtons amongſt our ſelves, and make every 

Schiſmatical Set amongſt us become his rod and ſcourge 

to'chaſtiſe our wickedneſs and folly : nay, he need not 
go fo far for executioners to diſpatch us, for he can raiſe 
up within our own bowels Miniſters ot his wrath, as he 

ſerved Antiochns and Herod, to put a period to our lives 

and ſinstogether : and nothing but a ſerious and ſincere 

Repentance, though perhaps we do eſcape now, can give 

us any aſſurance that we ſhall not fall, for the future, by 

oneor other of thoſe direful Afﬀaſſinares. 

'Tts obſervable in all the States and Kingdoms of the 
world, as in Egypt, Babylon, Jewry, &c. whom God en- 
forced to drink the dreadful cup of his fury, that their 
final 1mpenitency was the cauſe of their deſtrudion, and 
they might perhaps yet bave flouriſhed and been in vogue 
in the world, had not their fins jntercepted the Divine 
Favour, and haſtened their rain. There is nothing can 
make a Nation firm and durable, lafting and permanent, 
ſettle it upon ſuch foundations, as that when the rain de- 
ſcends, and the floods come, and the winds blow, thc 
ſhall not be able ro ſhake it, but Repentance alone, whic 
will ſo fortifte and ſtrengthen it, that the gates of _ 
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ſhall not be able to prevail againſt it : upon which ac- 
count, if we would 4 ever promote the univerſal happi- 
neſs of out Nation, prevcnt all future attempts and | 
figns of its Encmies againſt it, and eſtabliſh it. upon ſuch 
ſolid. and laſting foundations, as no ſhocks of the moſk 

uidſant aſſailants ſhall be able todemoliſh it, let us anſwer 
Gods Call, and fall to weeping and mourning. 

3. By which means, I dare aſſure you, that if we could 
not avert preſent danger, nor preveht future puniſhment, 
yet we may thirdly, without all peradventure, deliver 
our own ſouls; yea, this is the comfort that the truly 
penitent man reecives, though Gods judgment fly abroad 
to the terrar of the wicked, though the ſtorms and bil- 
lowsof affliction do.Aariſe, yet either under the ſhadow of 
his wings will hide him, until thoſe calamities be over- 
paſt, or elſe with the temptation make a way to eſcape, 
that he may; be able to bear it: if the old Dragon caſt out, 
a. flame of fire to deſtroy the Church, if the Clouds of 
perſecution fall in ſhowers upon the penitent mans. head, 
yet behold, When he paſſeth through the water, God will be 
with him, and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow him, 
when he walks through the fire, be all not be burnt, neither 
ſball the flame kindle upon him : nay, God hath decreed to. 
ſet a mark upon his head, that ſo he may. eſcape the fury. 
of-the deſtroyer; Set a mark upon the foreheads of the men 
that ſigh, and that cry for all the abominations, that are done: 
in the midſt of her ; and to the others he ſaid, Go ye after 
him through the city, and ſmite, let not. your eye ſpare, nei- 
ther have pity, ſlay utterly both old aud young, both maids. 
and little children, and women, but. cone not near any man 
upon whom is the mark. You ſee then upon terms, you may 
hope for ſafety in the gloomy days of Calamity; if your 
returns be 2a to Gods gracious calls, if you. 
exerciſe all the aCts: of true penance and contrition, - 


though your Nation ſhould be conſumed in the day of 
the Lords anger, yet your repentance ſhall render you ſo, 
grateful. 
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grateful'a Sacrifice to him, as will cauſe him, notonly to 
accept your perſons, but toſecure and protect them, to be 
your ſhield and buckler, your high tower and defence in 
the greateſt extremities. 2 
- .-Andnow this being the deſign of Gods gracious call 
to Iſrael, one would be apt to think that ſuch endearing 
methods of kindneſs ſhould have met with ſome ſuitable 
returns of duty , that ſuch cords of love ſhould have 
drawn the Jews to a compliance with Gods defires, and 
fuch Philtrum's of mercy charm'd them into good nature, 
and a complaiſant obedience; nay, one would believe 
. ttalmoſt impoflible for intelligent beings, who had bur 
any ſpark left of the ſenſitive part of humanity, not to 
be armed againſt future danger uponſuch fair premoniti- 
ons, and be perſwaded from thence to provide for their 
own ſatety, and conſult their own ſecurity, much leſs to 
be guilty of ſuch ofcitancy and ſupineneſs, ſuch obdura- 
ey and. perverſeneſs, as neither to be won by love nor 
awed by fear, but to ſet up themſelves in oppoſition to 
God, their own ways in contradiſtindtion to his, and re- 
ſolve, that becaufe God will have one thing, they will 
be ſureto att clear contrary to the Divine Plealure : and 

et this was thecaſe of the Jews in the Text, which brings 
me to the ſecond obſervable. 

IL. To conſider their horrible Ingratitude towards 
God,who as it were,in defiance to his Almighty hand, cal- 
ted to joy and gladneſs, when God thought it moſt ne- 
ceflary to call ro weeping and mourning ; to ſlaying 
ſheep, and killing oxen, when God thought faſting bn. 
abſtinence to be molt proper for them nay, to eating 
and drinking, even downright luxury and profaneneſs, 
when God expected, by a mortified body and a penitent 
ſoul, to have received the earneſt from them of a tho- 
rough Reformation: 

From which unworthy procedure of this people to- 
wards God, there will three things again fall under con- 


fideration.. H. 3 I, The. 
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-,»I,| The baſe Nature! and dilingenuous Temper of |the 
Jeres;thus boldly to thwart God mall his igracious dofigns 
rowarde them 12/7) 1 no7 nol doud bog blatdt wor 
2. T heir carnal Security which made them deaf to the 
loudeſt Calls, and regardleſs of all fuchthings which were 

of the' greateſt moment and-concernment.tothem.... 
3. Their prodigious Luxury and Voluptuouſneſs, which 
laid theix conſctences aſleep, and made them incredulous, 
bard-hearted and remarlſeleſs, unfittorclent at any thing, 
which wasthreatned againſt them, or to-recerve any Dis 

vine favour or kindnels that was offered them. +; 
1. I {ball conſider thediſingenuous Temper, and baſe 
Nature of the. Jews, thus to thwart God Almighty in the 
moſt gracious dehigns, and purpoles concerning them. 
Tis the opinion of ſome Divines, that one reaſon why 
God was pleaſed to make choice of the Fews, as a pecu- 
liar. people, and'ſele& them from all the reſt .of the world 
befide; was indeed out of meer pity and compaſlion:to- 
wardsithem, becauſe he knew they were. a, fort of men 
of, the molt obſtinate, refratory and unmanageable tem- 
per-beyond all other Nations throughout the Univyerſe, 
and therefore ſtood moſt 1n need of 1t : and indeed had 
they not been of (o untrattable a diſpoſition, and of a 
mold quite diftering from all the race of mankind beſide, 
tis hardly rppoleciie, that under ſuch happy circum- 
ſtances, as God was pleaſed to place them, they cond e- 
ver have miſcarried, and become at laſt the ofi-ſcouring 
and the contempt of the world, had not their own unpa- 
rallel'd ingratitude opened a way for their ruin, and their 
incorrigibelneſs under all means expoſed them to ſuch 
misfortunes; and really, though they appeared in the 
ſhapes of men, yet that they ſeem'd to be deveſted of the 
common ſentiments and principles of humanity, will be 
too apparent to any one, who confiders, that the mot 
{ignal marks of the Divine Care and Providence left no 
more footſteps, nor made any. more impreſſions __ 
tanEir 
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their winds and -conſciences, than if they had been'no- 
thing elſebut meer ſtocks and ſtones, 'Statnues of Braſs, or 
Pillars'of Marble. [Who would not be perfwaded, that 
m the age of miracles, when God had delivered Tf-ee/ out 
of the hand of the Ag yptians by a mighty Hand,” and an 
out-{tretched art, by cauſing the Red Seatobe a Fortreſs 
to them, and a Grave to their enemies z this being an e- 
verlaſting monument of Godspeculiar refpett and regard 
to:them, would not be likewiſtas laſting a emertv of 
duty and. obedience to them and their Poſterity toll ſuc- 
wo Generations? And yet no ſootier is the' Song of 
praiſe for that deliverance out of their months, but they 
fall a murniuring and repining at the Author- of it, as if 
he who had divided the Sea for their ſakes, could 'hot 
as well open the rrealuries of Heaven, 'or {often'the iron 

ribs of rocks to ſupply their exigencies ;- and whett this 

was done too by miracle; and God had: (mote the rocks, 

that the waters guſhet opt, and the [treats overflowed, 


When be commanded the clouds from above} iid opened the pil. lxxviii. 
door of Heuven, und bad tained down nianv upon thin'th 23: 24 25: 


eat, and bad giver them of the coru of Herotr's, yet foralf 
this they finned(ſtill, and'the-next news weheat? of ther 


1s, that they choſe to worſhip a molren Calf before His pour. os. 9 


God who had done-fo great things for theth 3 by this 
means involving themſelves'in theigrievous guilt oP J&6* 
latry, and provoking God' to atger by ſuch exttavagarte 
inventions : I might gwe other. taſtances' ro make $990 
the Pſalmiſts character of 'them,” tha# they were a fin 

and rebellious generation that ſet not their heart urieht, and 
whoſe ſpirit. was not ſtedfaſt with God , but the Text 
doth it fo fully, that I need notgofurther 5 for that when 
God appears in htsblJoody robes of vengeance, and ſhakes 
the (word of Juſtice ovet thetn, they nevertheleſs ſhould 
takeſo little notice of it as not to abate oneinch of their 
jallity, but continue as merry and frolickſom, as if all was 
wel}, ts atrargumettof the moſt perverſe incorregibtc 1t- 
mour in the world. And , 
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. And 1 wiſh we be not found guilty of as baſe and:an- 
worthy; requitals: we are all mightily ſurprizcd at the 
rumour and,noiſe of a bloody Plot.againſt us, and this 
heightens our fears, and increaſecth our jealoufies; but js 
our-deportment ſuitable to ſuch dreadful apprehenſions, 
or do we behave our ſelves as men, whoſe preſent tear of 
danger is the genuine ifJue of the heart, and not barely of 
the tongue? doth the dreadfulneſs of ſuch a judgment 
cauſe any alterations in our perſons, becloud our counte- 
nances With ſorrow, bedew our cheeks with tears, or af- 
fe& our hearts with ſuch paſlionate regrets, as the ruin of 
our State, . the ſubverſion of our Church, and the horror 
of death or ſlavery may juſtly call for at all our hands? 
Alas, is not a quite contrary behaviour more difcerni- 
ble among(t us, and dath notour: uninterrupted jollity, 
our. unſealonable mirth,” our exccfhive joy and: gladneſs 
under. all- theſe |circutn{tances. ſpeak: our fears to be but 
counterfeit, or our jealouſics ſuperficial, and that what- 
ever Wwe may profels, we are-not really concern'd for the 
good and.iuterelt of our 'Cauntrey? Is .it an argument of 
any. real.care or ſincere affection in. that Son, who:when 
his Parents (þalllie ck, and areupon the very confines of 
Death and the Graye, ſhall follow his ſports, and indulge 
himſclf in pleaſure, ſhall frolick and carouze it, and be 
as brisk and bogny as if they were well and out of all fear 
of danger? And when the King, whois Per patriz, the 
Father of our Countrey, when the Church, who is our 
Mother, when our Laivs and Liberties ſeem all to ye at 
the ſtake, and are in the moſt apparent and imminent dan- 
ger imaginable, can it be fitting or decorous for us to be 
guilty of ſuch things? Believe it, that is one way to force 
God. to laugh and mock too, and then our laughter may 
chance to end in the moſt diſmal of all ſorrows, even in 
weeping toall eternity, and in wailing and in gnaſhing of 
teeth. Let us take heedthen that this be not the reſult of 
-Qur mad-brain'd jollity, but let us endeavour to prevent 
KK 
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ir by, mourning both for our own and the ſins of the Na- 
tions if we cannot redreſs them, yet let us heartily bewall 
the miſchiefs which we fear, and if the-Church muſt pe 
rith, at: leaſt give her Funeral Rites, and if we cahnot 
quenchher flames, bedew her aſhes wrth our tears} thug 
we ſhall*ro good purpoſes invert the Fewiſh prepoſterous 
method; for which they are juſtly ſtigmatized, ' who; 
when God called to weeping and mourning, called aloud 
to joy and gladneſs, which argued the Baſeneſs and Per: 
verſeneſs of their nature: and thar isrhe firſt. L 
2. The ſecond thing obſervable from hence, in' the 
ews, 1s their camal Security, who were utterly uncon- 
cerned at alt'Gods Calts, 'and' regardleſs of all fuch 
things as were of 'preateſt conſequence and mmportance, 
and thinking themſelves out of danger, when deſtruttion 
was at the door, call to joy and pgladneſs, flaying oxen, 
and killing ſheep, 8&c. It hath been a ſad fate which hath 
attended many people, to'be infatuated with the 'grea> 
reſt hopes of ſafety, and promiſe themfelves the'greateft 
meaſures of tranquillity, when deſtraction hath been 
coming upon them like arr armed man: it ſeems the Jews 
had ſtil} fo great confidence in Gods favour, that they 
thought the moſt daring provocations could not poſftbJy 
interceptir, and therefore till cryed Peace, Peace, when 
the dangers were moſt apparent, and their ruin Juſt at 
hand © but matry Ages belove them' the ſpirit of feet 
= had ſo ſeized the hearts of men, that nothing could 
ove thote Torpor's which had benum'd them, and nor- 
withſtan{ing 'the'fearful menaces, and thundexctaps that 
were ſent to 'awaken their lethargrca! CO SISID 
they went on in their old habituated courſes'of ſm, bemg 
to. more concerned at Gods voice, though it breathe 
our fuch ſevere threatnings, than'if it had approachs 
d them with all the calmneſs imaginable, for they eat, rhe 
rank, they married wives, and were gfoen in marriage. 
LetNozh,the Preacher of righteouſneſs, fay whathe w 
I to 
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to the contrary, until the very day that Noah entred in- 

> the Ark, . and the flood came and waſted away all their 

thy pollutions: And lo again inthe days of Lot,they did 
cat, they drank, they bought, they ſold, they planted, 
they built, and when righteous Lot went to ſome of his 
friends to forewarn. them of the evil which was, coming 
upon them, his words ſcem'd unto, them like ſome-idle 
ſtory or feigned Romance, and they would give no cre- 
dence to the meſſage he delivered, till they felt the flames 
about their ears, and themſclves periſhing 1n the ruins of 


their City: 


. - 


And ſhould we calculate the number of ſuch like per- 
ſons amongſt us, 1 am afraid we ſhould, find ſo large a 
roll of them, as might juſtly induce us to believe that 
their hg Security 15 too fatal a Prognoſtick of our ap- 


proaching Deſtruction: for ſome there are, who, unleſs 


they ſaw with their go the Popes Standard ſer up in 


Erxgland, and me Je uits waſhing their hands in the rea- 
king blood of thoſe whoare its Natives, will not believe 
that thoſe Religious Perſons by any means can be ſuch 
ſanguinary and cruel Butchers, notwithſtanding the kil- 
ling of Hereticks (and we know whom they are pleaſed 
to aſperſe with that title ) 1s a Doctrine taught 1n their 
Schools, juſtified by their practices, and maintained in 
their writings, as might be made appear from Ribadenei- 
re, Becanus, Windeck, Stapleton, and the reſt of that 
lawleſsherd of Ignatian Caſuifts : nay,is a Doctrine whoſe 
bloodineſs they can neither be able to concert, nor waſh 
oft from their Church, whilſt the Triumphant Oration 
of Pope S7xtw the fifth continues extant in the world, 
which he made to his Cardinalsin the Conſiſtory at Rome, 
apon the barbarous Aſſaſſination of Herry the third of 

'raxce, after he was ſtabbed to death by Clement the Do- 
winicalt Froar. 


© But.others there are, who though they are perſuaded, 


that if indeed, the power of the Jeſuits was as extenſive 


as 
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as their malice, "and their intereſt as ſtrong as they could 
wiſh it were in Ergland, both King and People might 
then ſuffer indeed, as the Proteſtants in France and in 
Freland have done before them ; but it being next to an 
impoſlibility for them ever 'to cffe&t what we imagine 
they delign,their caballs being now ſo narrowly watched, 
their ſecrecies diſcloſed, their intereſts weakned,and their 
own parties many times countermining their projects, be- 
ſides the grand and moſt certain oppoſition they would 
be apt to meet withall from the greateſt part of this 
Nation, who 'tis to be hoped will never more be recon- 
ciled to their monſtrous Doftrines and Tenents. Theſe 
things being conſidered, and they upon theſe grounds 
having ſuch unlikely hopes of ſucceſs, why men ſhould 
affli& themſelves with the terror of them, or dread their 
power, or be uneaſje, and concerned at their wild and 
extravagant attempts, argues too great levity and im- 
prudence in them that doit, and therefore they reſolve,as 
for their own parts, let the Pope do his worſt, to con- 
ſult (till their own eaſe, and gratifie their own humours, 


and follow their own ways, and like the men of Laiſþ Jug. xvii. 7. 


Ive careleſs, and remiſs under all the revolutions, that 
may happen in the Kingdom. To ſuch men I anſwer, 
that ſuch Security is the readieſt inlet to the myſtery of 
Jeſuitiſm, for ſuppoſing that every body was as ſupine 
and careleſs as they, who would be left to ſearch into 
the intrigues, to obviate the deſigns, or to countermine 
the plots of theſe politick adverſaries? And then indeed 
would they triumph over our careleſneſs and ages { 
and we {bould as cafily fall into their hands as they could 
deſire, and nothing could prevent this, but omniporency 
«t (e]f; but why God ſhould take care of them, who are 
ſo unwilling to take care of themſelves, why God ſhould 
not ſuffer them to make uſe of ſuch advantages as we 
afford them, bur interpoſe' his providence bertwixt our 
Security and Ruine, is no way tobe anſwered, _— 
OW w1 


» wY » "x -£ 
FX F © » 
- - k 
- 


in,us, have ereted Academies of. downright Atheiſm, 


wall adanyt Gad tobe the Patron: of the flothful, or 4 
Yotetor. of thole who-yet by their ſupinity flingthems 
ſclves out of the covert of his moſt ſacred, Wings ;.ſa 
that if upon ſuch, terms .as. theſe are, men will promiſe 
themſelves ſafety, they are farther from it than they ſup. 
e or imagine 3 for if a man will {till compoſe himſelf 
to lleep, when the floods are ruſbing 1n upon him, he 
muſt needs periſh by his fooliſh ſecurity, and, if, when 
dangers are umpendent, men will feed themſelves with 
hopes of eſcaping, and avoiding them, and. yet uſe no 
meansin order to prevent them, and though God calls-to 
ther, will not ſtep one inch out of the WAY, not part 
with one fin, not relinquiſh one luſt, not abandon the 
lea(t pleaſure, though they are ſure to gain thereby Gods 
favour and protetion, no wonder he at laſt ſufters them 
to fall by. their folly, and to periſh in thoſe calamities of 
which they thought themſelves moſt ſecure ; this wasthe 
Jewiſh crime, for which God did jultly upbraid, :and 
puniſh them, and is a ſecond aggrayation of their Ingra- 
ritude towards him. 7 | 
+..3- The third thing/to be taken notice of, was the in- 
ſufterable height of Voluptuouſneſs and Luxury to which 
they were arrived :; the molt powerful calls, the moſt 
amazing judgments, the moſt awakening menaces could 
not reclaim them from ſuch abominatians, but being re- 
ſolyed to take their fill of pleaſure before God cut them 
off, .in defiance of him they give their wills the full (ing, 
mdulge themſelves inall manner of ſenſuahity, crying out 
in the Epacureax diake&,, Let vs. eat.and drink, for. to mor- 
row we ſhall die. 

But he that conſiders how far the doctrine of Epicuras 
hath; prevailed in this Age, how Gods Inogmcars, which 
bave- been very dreadful and aſtanithing. amongſt us, 
have wrought clear contrary ctteds, to what they were 
deligped, and baving waſted the Seeds of natural Piery 


and 
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and | Voluptuouſaeſs in the'room,' may juſtly conclude, 
that|as' we have out-vyed-all the Jewiſly race of ſinners, 
ſo ought we hkewiſe at laſt to tranſcend them in our pu- 
niſtiments. Look we but upon therpractices and manners 
of this. Nation, : and \we-ſhall find this/truth too 'fadly- 
exemplified ,, that the generality of men look upon 
themielves, no-otherwiſe than as creatures ſent into the 
world, as the-Leviathan/into the deep, to take' his fall 
career of paſtime and pleaſure /in/it 3} that they make it 
their bufineſs firſt'toexcite and.cloy the fleſh, to ſpar it 
on t0'riots even beyond its own propenſions,;-by which 
means'the year becomes bnt'.one mad Carnival, and all 
the Elements'are muſtered up, and yet ('»ec Aer, nec Aqua, 
ee Terra ſufficit )'all are not enough to careſs and ſatytic 
their craving appetites's 000 0 OI 
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"To be:aggrandized-for wickedneſs was:not only the 
great ambition of many-Romcans in Fuveral's days, bur'is 
the deſire and«chief. aim of too many amongſt us, and he 
35 reputed a man of excellent parts, a perſon of a very re- 
fined 'and deleQable converſation, who dares venture to 
pull down the pale, wy rn the -inclofures/ of Reli- 
gion by the helliſh artof- Iv av \or prophane jcſting at 
it : nay are there not ſome who are'fobol{.as'to ungod 
the world, and out-heQor the devil,” and reduce both 
to: nothing, but imaginary phantaſms?/' Who endeavour 
to make Hell no more than ſome painted fire;"and a fu. 
ture ſtate paſs for an impoſture of the Prieft, and level 
all diſcourſes concerning-'it with the poetics) deſcription 
of the! Þa5vy-Land 1 And inttheſe circumſtances no won- 
der, that the evil communications of ſuch men corrupt all 
good:mariners, no wonder that the empire of debauchery 
wo 'lhrge; and that iniquity. goes dawn with fo . ter: 
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fatisfaction and; delight, no wonder; that when mer are 
willing to imbibe ſuch principles,” their hearts and; fore- 
beads grow as hard as braſs, bluſh not;- nor are aſhamed 
of the moſt filthy abominations, but publiſh their fn like 
Sodam, and glory in: ſuch\things as have the greateſt tur- 
pitude and deformity : but it this deſperate condition 
was the moſt certain Symptom of the Jewiſh defolation : 
if the poor Britaizs of this Nation were then invaded by 
the Saxons, when they were grown to fuch a height of 
luxury and prophaneneſs, that as Gildgs faith, they were 
not only. ſtrangers to. Religion themſelves, but + hated 
thoſe very perſoris who badany ſenſe of it among(t them ; 
then may we jultly dread the ſame fate will attend us, 
that our Atheiſm and Licentiouſneſs, our Pride and Vo- 
luptuouſneſs, will open a door, either for the Papiſts, or 
ſome other executioners of Gods vengeance to come in 
upon us, .and deſtroy us... 

And this we may be convinced of+ to our eternal ſor- 
row and confuſion, if we conſider Gods manner of pro- 
dg againſt all obſtinate and} incorrigible ſinners, 
which brings me to the third Obſervable. 

ITT. The aſtoniſhing Reſolution of God toward theFews 
upon their not hearkening to, nor obſerving his gracious 
Call, namely, to devote them to the moſt bitter Plague 
of Do * - F _ it was _— in mine ears by the 
Lord of | Hoſts, ſurely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from 
you till zecie, ſaith the Lord God Eft De 

By which we may learn that the mercies of God, when 
once they are abuſed, are always converted into the moſt 
dircful plaguesand puniſhments: God is ſaid in Scripture 
to have tworods, a rod of men, and a rod of iron, 1f the 
one cannot work upon our: ſtony hearts, he will break 
them with the other; if men will not be bettered with 
the bread of affliction, he will feed them with wormwood: 


Exod. xxxiv. though, 'tis true, God hath proclaimed himſelf merciful 


and long-ſuffering, yet he adds too, that he will by no 
| | means 
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means clear the guilty 3" though hebeg rDptoros, A COM- 
paſſionate LY all mankind, and ITED to draw 
them to him. with the cords of love, yet. if. this will not 
do, he will chaſtiſe them with Scorpions ;;,he' puniſheth 
firſt gently, to try if that will work a reformation amongſt 
ſinners, but if ſuch mild puniſkments,availi nothing, he 
then pours, down . upon, them the. utmoſt dregs of his 
fury : when they once come to ſuch a-pitch of inſolency, 
as even with the Gigantick race of Rebels of old, foua- 
54», ' to fight againſt Gods Sacred Majeſty, hethenmakes 
their A's rom back FROGS Fon own heads-:.'Tis ob- 
ſ(ervable, that before the fatal judgment fell upon Sodom 5, x; 
and Gomorrah, God ſent ſome aller Rs by the an. 
Invaſion of the:Eaſtern Kings, who came, againſt them, 
and: diſcomfited them z and thus he dealtwith the Jews 
before their final Captivity, he afforded them (maller in- 
ſtances of his diſpleaſure, to tell us, that if little notices 
prove iobgnilcant amppglt us, greater. marks.of his fury 
{hall leave deeper impreſtions on us; hence God is ſaid: ta 
have treaſuries of judgments, .that will never be exhau- 
ſted whilſt men prove\o expenſive ia their (ins. 
Npw that .this way of proceeding is very. juſt and equi- 
table towards all incorrigible ſinners will appear very evi- 
dent upon thele accounts | 

Firſt, Becauſethere is no-other way-to-deal.with-ſuch 
men but to make them.the moſt formidable examples of 
his Juſtice 3, when men arrive at ſo great.a degeneracy, 
they are palt all ſenſe, and there is np hopes of recovery, 
they are altogether dead in treſpaſſes and (ins; and their 
conſciences. are fo obdurate ; ſo frozen and ſo benumm'd 
that there 1s nothing can awaken, ſoftenor mullifie them, 
no other means left to ſatisfie the offended juſtice of God 
but utter exciſion and delolation :. nay, 'there is no other 
way to. deter others from ſuch habituated courſes of ſin- 
ning, as\will 1n.time induceſuch fearful Lethargies upog 
the ſoul, than by inflicting the moſt heavy h__ and the 


{evereſt 


"Ve 2 I Ek 
ſey@&eſt-rod- Upon the lack of ſuch (fe Fers rothitip 
wHl{6oner bring ttich'to, a ſenſe of thetr follics, and the 
Re of trite e Rel; and fubſtattial'podfireſs; than 
le marks 6f the Divite Vengeance, "for when 
| Vaiah xxvi. 9. ge! jJadgments are o'viſiblet n the'earth he itifairdrit 
thereof will learn righreonſneſt.' 
Secondly; 'there' is''no other way to EY any tofe. | 
rable fatisfa&tion to ot abuſed orly of God, but by 
ſuch ſevere proceedings : the greater the mercy, Fed 
reater is Gols reſentment'6f it, when abuſed, and cor 
: rquently-the' greater mult be the” purifhment, and the 
\more” ſinatt the rerfiburibh for the abuſe of it :"#f Gbd 
do' mukiply his blcfſings upon! men, and rhey debauch 
them to the'wworſt- erids, what compenſatibn ean he're> 
edive for the violation of ſuch kindneſs,” but by makin 
chem the utmoſt objefts of his fury, who ſpurned at a}l 
the bowels atid the tenders of merey ? Tf a City ſhottfd 
Rl into bpen-reballion agaitiſt its Ritg, and after'a}} the 
_—_—_ ovetturesof Peace and Reconciliation, {HI hold 
inſt him; and deriy- him admiſſiotrtf! his Sword 
hot the way thtoughs would” not this far incenſe 
his 'abuſed patience and goodneſs; and mitks Him'to re- 
folve upon its intter defolation 2: And when we'ſtif con- 
tinue our provocations againſt God, notwrthſtinding a} 
the gracious tetms/and conditions he hitl pro uy to 
us, will not his lov kindneſs, whiet is tifedÞ our; con- 
vert it ſelf into the Hottelt'lames of fndi nation to re- 
vengethe injury 2 Remember again'the Parible'6f the 
Vineyardwhen God faw thit after all his 6ar&,and his pro- 
vidence over it, it was not bettered by his pruning,” and 
brought forth nothing but wild Grapes, behold what | 
ad _ _ $ he threatens 'agamlſt it; 7 wil take away the 
I s, £ oy 
je pr ereof, ant it ſhall be eaten up 5 and break town the 
of, ral it fb rb troaden down; and I will layit 
waſbe, it fo rot be gf ror dicged, but there ſhall eome 
»p Briars and ANG I'will alfo command the clouds, that 


they 
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is then always _—_ to oa 


higheſt wrath, when men take courage 0 ſin, becaufe- 


grace doth abound. 

3. Bur laſtly, ſuch wilfut wickedneſs always enhans 
ſerh the guitt, and haſteneth the puniſhment. Thus when 
the Jews had beyond: avcafare jncenſed God: Almighty 
7” continual provocations, the judgments which fell 

pon them were proportionate to therr offences, and it 
tor make ones heart Fe ke to read the Hiſtory of their 
Times; when inthe ſpace of Tefs than ſeven years there 
periſhed of the Jews, at home and abroad, both in their 
Civit and Foreign Wars (as Lipfiws hath computed the 
number ) no Tefs than dwodecies centena © quadraginte 
millja, twelve himdred and forty thoufand'men, to fulfil 
the tenor' of thoſe threathings which had fo frequently 
been tf\ued out by their Prophets againft that Nation. 

And now fmmce the mercies have been as great which 
God hath vonchfafed to ns, and our incorrigiblenefs as 
remarkabfe under the greateſt of them, what remains for 
us, but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery jndig- 
nation to devour all Gods adverſaries > What can we fay 
for our felves, that God ſhonld not firffer us ro fall into 
their hands whom we moſt fear ; 5 ſincewe have trampled 
upon his goodneſs, whom we have moft reafon to love ? 
Ie is bur juſt with God to puniſh one fm by another, and 
ſo fit us for deftraQionby the permiſſion of it, to change 
onr mdrfferency im Rehigton into a blind Zeal, and ſuper- 
ſhirtous praftice of itz our open Prophaneneſs i into Ppro- 
feſſed Idolatry ; our appnga of of Order and Diſciple 
into rigorous Cenfures and a bloody Inquiſition ; our de- 
ſpiſng of Dominion and —rbwwvey. evil to Dignities, into 
2 Yoke of Tyrarmy and Romiſh Ufurpations. And 1 
know not what can any way avert the one, but our 
hearty and fincere refokttrons to retra&t and urcery For- 
K 


De Conſtantia 


lib.2,cap.21, 


F, a, . 


=o 


Fen onthe ts $0. implore' the dwine mercy in. that 
excellent. Form of Prayer which our Church affords us. 


for this occaſion. 


ILORIOUS and eratiow God, whoſe judgments 
o againſt obſtinate offenders are moſt ſevere and terrible, 
but thy mercies infinite to all, that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turu unto thee : We ſinful people of this Land 
do acknowlede before thee, to thy glory, and our own ſhame, 
that never any Nation had more experience of thy goodneſs 
nor yet did ever any more unthankfully abuſe it : when thou 
Lavefi ws great and long proſperity, we fed onr. ſelves to the 
| full, waxed fat, and kicked againſt thee : when thou threweſt 
ag. into horrid conſuſions, from which we ſaw then little bopes 
of ariſing , even in the time, of that diftreſs did we treſpaſs yet 
more againſt thee : when by miracles of mercy thou had(t tur- 
ned our captivities, we, ſoon returned to folly, to our vomit, 
and ta our wallowing in, our former ,. or greater filthineſs. 
Even while thou haſt of. late appeared for ws, by diſcovering 
the, Plots.and Contr:ivances of our implacable enemies of the 
Romiſh Fafion, we have been in the mean time by our ſins 
fighting againſt Heaven, and againſt thee. And now we are 
10, more worthy to be called either thy ſons or thy ſervants, 
whow weither thy fear hath driven, nor thy goodneſs led. 
to repentance. h mercy awaken our drowſie conſciences, and. 
[nbdue our hard hearts into deep contrition. Pardon the 
wany great offences of us thy ſervants, and the crying ſons of 
the wbole Nation... Remove, the evils we now lie undey, 
Avert the judgments which we juſtly fear, becauſe we moſt 


: 


juſtly. deſerve, Diſcaver, more and more the. ſnares of death, 
and Popiſh treachery, and let #s never fall into the hands of 
thoſe men, whoſe mercies are cruel. Unite all our hearts in. 
the, profeſſzon of the true Religion, which thine own right. 
havd hath planted amongſt us, and in a boly converſation an- 
fgrable therete, Pour out, thipe abundant bleſſings upon our 
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aciows King, and bis Te Conveil the bs Parliament, 


got him as the apple of thine eye, hide him under the ſhadow 
ff Wings. Princes after thy will, and teach 
enators wiſdom : And grant that all their connſels, re- 
ſolutions and endeavours may tend to, and end in the glory of 
th great ph the preſervation of the Church and true Re- 
. ion amone the ſecurity, peace, and proſperity of 
theſe Kingdoms. : AU which we humbly beg in the Name, and 
through the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, our Saviour. . 
Amen. 


